Donkey versus Camel or  Here we go up to Bethlehem

Narrator

It was an unexpected journey. On the whim of a Roman governor, trying to make a good impression on his boss, the Emperor, a whole lot of people were on the move. Going back to the place they were born in order to be registered.

Donkey
Can you imagine if that happened here? If you put all the Scots back in Scotland it would sink.

Camel

That might be an improvement

Donkey
You’re not a fan of Scotland then?

Camel

Scotland’s fine, it’s the people I can't cope with. All they do is whinge about the cold. If you don't like the weather, move! I’d like to go home to the desert, better than all this rain. Oh my aching joints. Camels aren’t made for the rain you know.

Narrator
Anyway...to get back to the story, lots of people on the move. Two of them need to go from Nazareth to Bethlehem but there’s a problem. The woman is very pregnant

Donkey
Well you can’t be just a bit pregnant you know!

Narrator
If you stop talking I can tell the story or don’t you want to know what happens?

Donkey
OK, OK, I’ll shut up, just for a while

Camel

I’ll bet you can’t last 30 seconds without interrupting

Donkey
Can so

Camel

Told you!

Narrator
Excuse me you two, the story?  Mary and Joseph were going from Nazareth, to Bethlehem, a distance of 70 miles as the crow flies.

Donkey
Ninety miles as the camel runs...no sat nav you know!

Camel 
and one hundred and twenty miles by the time the donkey stops for water and fodder a few times.

Narrator
Will you two shut up?  As I was saying, 70 miles, it would take up to a week to walk and Mary was heavily pregnant. Her back was sore and she couldn’t see her feet anymore, the journey would be hard but they could have help.

Donkey
An au pair from Sweden?

Camel

A helicopter

Narrator
No no this was long ago during the Roman empire, 2000 years. No cars, no planes, no trains, just four-legged travel systems like you two.

Camel

What do you mean like us, I am the ship of the desert, I’ll have you know

Donkey
More like the Titanic of the desert!

Narrator
Please...some respect for the story! Mary and Joseph could borrow some help from their neighbours, maybe a cart with an ox to pull it, or a horse. But Nazareth isn’t a rich place and Joseph was a joiner not a merchant banker. His friends were ordinary folk too, no Ferraris only Fords.

Donkey
I thought you said there weren’t any cars.

Narrator
That was a metaphor

Donkey 
A metaphor ? Who makes them?

Narrator
Give me strength.... Mary and Joseph were going to have to walk unless
someone was willing to help them....

Camel

I’ll help them, I could carry Mary and all her stuff, after all babies need a lot of stuff.

Donkey
Not before they’re born they don’t!  I’ll take them I can do it.

Narrator
Very kind offers I’m sure but it won’t be that easy  unless you have a time machine, the journey was taken 2000 years ago remember?

Donkey 
Ok but I’d still do it or if I couldn’t I bet some other donkey would, we’re reliable transport and cheap to run.

Camel

You’d be useless, you can’t go three weeks without water like I can. A camel would be much better. I wouldn’t need to stop.

Narrator
But Mary would and so would Joseph. 70 miles is a long journey on foot.

Camel

And when they got to Bethlehem they would need to have somewhere to stay out of the cold and dark. A caravanserai would be just the thing, you need a camel to stay in one of those.

Donkey
And what about the expense? You’re a big lump of a creature, and you’re valuable. They’d have to put you in a stable.

narrator
That wouldn’t work, you see when Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, the inn was full. They needed the stable themselves. Sorry camel, you wouldn’t fit in and you’re just too expensive to leave outside.

Camel

So they used the smart-mouthed donkey did they? That wouldn’t make much of an impression on the town. No one would notice them.

Narrator
Yes the donkey carried Mary all the way and kept his smart  mouth closed too, except when he was eating. And to this day all the donkeys have the mark of the cross on their back because a donkey carried Christ to both his birth and his death.

Camel

But that’s not fair. Didn’t God need a camel? I don’t want to be left out of the story.

Narrator
Of course God needed a camel but not for show. The camels made a far longer journey over hundreds of miles of desert bringing three of the first people to meet Goods son born on earth. The Wise men from the east followed a star and rode their camels all the way to Bethlehem. The journey took months. The camels would have to use all their travelling skills to bring their riders all that way.

Camel

See donkey, the camels followed a star...we do have satellite navigation and we brought the VIPs. Camels are the best after all.

Donkey
But we carried Mary and Jesus there and back again and donkeys bear the mark. We’re the best.

Narrator
God needed both of you for his journey to Christmas that first time. There is room for all of us in the story. He needs us all to follow him on that journey to his birth in Bethlehem and on the journey of faith that still goes on. Are you coming?

Camel

I’ve got half a tank of water, it’s dark and I’m wearing sunglasses, let’s go!

