
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

The last few weeks have been amongst the hardest of those we 

have faced over the last year – partly because of the weather 

but mainly because many of the expectations we had about 

restrictions easing have not materialised.   

Despite that though there have been real signs of hope as the 

vaccination programme has gathered pace and infection 

numbers have begun dropping.  Whilst most of us are realistic 

enough not to expect an immediate easing of restrictions, at least a pathway 

towards something that resembles normality is beginning to open up. 

Unfortunately though the re-opening of our church buildings is not imminent and 

it looks like we may have our second Easter without being in church for services.  

Despite that, we are making plans for the coming weeks through Lent and into 

Easter as we are reminded of the true hope we have in Christ.   

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15 v 13 

We believe it is important to express this and share our hope with those around us 

so we have a number of things planned over the coming weeks.   Please do take 

some time to participate in what you can – and may you know the hope that Christ 

alone can give.  For He is risen! 

Yours in Christ 
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Streaming Services online:  we are continuing to stream our Sunday services in the 

church live at 10.30 a.m. through Youtube. It is also be available to watch later if 

the time doesn’t suit.  There is a chat feature if you would like to use it. 

Watch on your TV or Tablet If you have a SMART TV or Tablet and an Internet 

connection you will be able to watch the services on 

your TV.  Open YouTube and search for “Loanhead 

Parish Church.”  If you subscribe to our channel you will 

have an easy connection for future weeks.  If you need 

help setting this up on your TV or Tablet please let us 

know. 

Phone 0131 297 6197: The Sunday service is still be available on our phone line but 

from 1 p.m.  on Sundays. 

Sunday Gathering is at 11.30 a.m. on Sundays.  Hosted 

on Zoom this provides a more informal setting to share.  

After half an hour we break into smaller groups to allow 

folk to chat and share — like having tea and coffee after 

our morning service!   

Meeting ID: 951 9272 3946 Passcode: 904377 

“Thought for the Day” is a short 4-minute reflection from the 

minister, linked in with a bible passage.  It provides something 

midweek as a focus and encouragement.  During Lent this will be 

replaced by a shorter reflection Monday to Saturday with different people sharing 

in leading these.  These are available on the website and the phone line.      

On page 5 you’ll find further details of our Lent activities which give people an 

opportunity for reflection on their own or with others. 



Ways to share 

All of us enjoy a bit of home baking – but some are better at 
baking than others!  We’d like to repeat what we did with 
the Afternoon Teas but on a smaller scale, so if you enjoy 
making tea loaves please let us know and we’ll give you the 
names of two or three people close to you who you could 
give a tea loaf to.  You might even enjoy a doorstep chat!  

If you can’t bake, maybe you can knit.  In an activity 
called Yarn Bombing, we plan to have knitted hearts 
and eggs to hang on the railings of the church, 
inviting people to take them away and hang them up 
at home.  The more we have the better – serving as 
messages of love and hope.  We have knitting 
patterns available – and would love to see this as an all age activity.  So mums and 
dads get those knitting needles out and teach the children how to knit! 

We are planning to distribute daffodils for Easter.  If you have 
daffodils that we could have from your garden or if you would like 
to help with this, please let us know.  We hope they will brighten up 
people’s homes but also help us express care, concern and love in a 
season when we remember the depth of God’s love. 

If you would like to help with any of these, please contact Audrey McLaren  440 
1880.  mclaren.audrey@gmail.com 

Murder Mystery Night - Murder at the Manor 

A few months ago Tom and Jackie Easton "attended" a Murder Mystery evening 
on Zoom and described it as “a lot of fun.”  They are now offering to organise and 
host similar evenings as a fund raiser for the church on Friday or Saturday 
evenings.   These would be for 6 – 8 attendees and you can make up your own 

group or you can sign up and be placed in a group.  The event can last up to 4 hours 
if a meal is also to be enjoyed and character details and suggested outfits will be 
provided.  

Phone or email: jac.gordon@virgin.net   01968 675039 
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Daily Reflections 

A short Daily Reflection prepared by different people will be posted on the church 
website, Facebook and the phone line each day Monday – Saturday during Lent 
(1th February to 3rd April.) 

Bible Society email: Sign up with the Bible Society for 
a daily email during Lent. These will include Bible 
verses, beautiful and inspiring images (created for you 
to save as your device screensaver), video reflections 
and practical challenges. 

 https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-lent-encounter/ 

App: LiveLent - God’s Story, Our Story: This app offers reflections for each of the 
40 days in Lent, encouraging us to reflect on our own journey God and how we 
might share this with others.  https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/live-lent 

Weekly Lent Study & Reflections  

Each week there will be a short video reflection available, designed for you to 
watch and then discuss with a friend.  The first of these will be available on 
Wednesday 17th February.  Take time to watch it then go for a walk to talk it over 
– or schedule a phone or Zoom call.  

The themes from the videos will also be explored 
in a bit more depth on Tuesday evenings over 
Lent in a Study Group hosted by the minister on 
Zoom, starting Tuesday 23rd February.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82267370635?pwd=eTlmQWViN1pydFh3OUxEdDBZS
lVTZz09 

Meeting ID: 822 6737 0635 Passcode: 355929 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-lent-encounter/
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/live-lent
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Highlighting the Easter Story 

We plan to use the gardens at the church to draw people’s 
attention to the Easter story and to build an empty tomb 
– a reminder that Jesus rose from the dead.  We think it 
will help to catch people’s imagination much better than 
simply having a cross. 

Please take part in us with this by painting an egg-shaped stone and come along to 
the church to place it alongside the empty tomb.  

Holy Week Services 

We will have our regular services on Palm Sunday – 28th March and on Easter 
Sunday – 4th April.  Depending on the restrictions in place at the time, these may 
be in-person as well as online or using Zoom. 

We are also planning a service on the Thursday  and Friday evenings of Holy Week 
– Maundy Thursday and Good Friday both at 7 p.m.  and an online event for 
families during Holy Week 

If we are allowed in person services, you will need to book by calling or texting 

using our dedicated number—07743107097  

Family Service – Sunday 28th February 10.30 a.m. 

Our Family service at the end of February will be on Zoom and will include things 

to go and find or things to do to tie in with what we are exploring together.  We 

are missing seeing each other and this gives us an opportunity for all ages to share 

together.  Do join us if you can.  There will be a reflection available on the Youtube 

channel and the phone line for those who prefer this. 

March Communion  

– Sunday 7th March 10.30 a.m. 

Our morning service on Sunday 7th March will 

include communion.  Please have bread and a small 

glass of wine or juice ready to share in communion 

when joining us.  

  



 

Shrove Tuesday (16th February) is the traditional feast day before the start of Lent. 
Lent - the 40 days, (excluding Sundays), leading up to Easter - is traditionally a time 
of fasting or giving up something. Shrove Tuesday is associated with pancakes 
because it was a chance to use up rich foods like eggs, butter and milk, before 
having to fast.  

The name “Shrove” comes from the old English verb “to shrive” which means to 
confess sins.  

To enjoy your pancakes:  

• Make your pancakes  

• Try flipping and tossing your pancakes and make a 
video or take a photo  

• Add your favourite toppings – see some suggestions 
below.  

• Sit back and enjoy!  

• Upload your “flipping and tossing” videos and 
photos to the church’s Facebook page and tell us 
your favourite topping. 

Some suggested pancake toppings:  

• Lemon juice and sugar  

• Sliced bananas or pears with caramel sauce 
(add whipped cream to make it particularly 
special)!  

• Bacon and maple syrup  

• Nutella  

• Strawberries and cream  



A Pancake Prayer 

Thank you, Lord, for the ingredients to make these tasty pancakes.  

Help us to know that even though there are bitter and sad times, (which the lemon 
juice reminds us of), as well as happy and sweet times (which the sugar reminds us 
of), you are always watching over us.  

We pray that we are able to enjoy these pancakes with our family and prepare for 
the time of Lent and Easter that come afterwards.  

Amen 

Lent is about drawing close to God.  Write James 4v8 
on a yellow postcard and read it together: 

“Draw near to God and he’ll draw near to you.” 
 

 

Easter Trail 

 

We are planning to put together an Easter Trail for families which will help 
people follow the Easter story.  Details about this will be emailed out and posted 
on Facebook and the church website nearer the time.  This will be an activity that 
all families can share in – with a prize at the end! 

Easter Stones 

See page 6 for details about placing painted stones at the 
church.  Please do take part if you can!  

  

Don’t forget to upload your 

photos or videos to 

Facebook! 



Church Finances 

Accounts for 2020 are being completed but a large repair on the stonework at the 

church was delayed by the contractors.  A bill for over £8,000 we had expected to 

pay in 2020 will now not be paid until the work is completed this year.  This will 

result in a surplus in our accounts in 2020. 

The Church of Scotland has reduced the amount congregations are required to pay 

into central funds for 2021 and our contribution is reduced by £8,500.  With no 

income from hall lets or fundraising, this is welcomed and appreciated. 

We also very much appreciate the continued support of members and others, 

allowing us to plan cautiously but in faith.  If you are able to give through standing 

order, please consider setting one up - or you can also give through a one-off 

donation on the website or directly.  The bank details are: 

Bank of Scotland, 801742, Loanhead Parish Church 00451198 

Freewill Offering Envelopes:  

If you use these regularly we hope that you will continue to do so.  If you give by 

Freewill Offering envelope, these can be dropped off at the manse or Margaret 

Hurst, 1 Mayburn Grove.  If you would like us to pick these up from you, please 

phone Margaret Hurst to arrange for this.  0131 440 1005. 

Growing Young – Church Profile 

In our work to reshape what we do so that all 

generations find their place within the church family, 

we need your input to help us gain some insight to 

where our strengths and weaknesses are.  To help with 

this, we invite you to complete a survey which will 

create a church profile around the 6 key areas 

identified in the Growing Young Research.   

Please email alanduffin87@hotmail.com for the link to 

allow you to complete the survey – or give us a phone and we will arrange a time 

to run through it with you. 
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