
Dear Friends 

I hope you have had an opportunity over the summer to relax and enjoy 
some time with family and friends – even with the restrictions that have 
been in place.  I’ve certainly enjoyed meeting up with people over the last 
few weeks over a coffee, always making sure that I’ve been outdoors as 
much as possible.  Undoubtedly the weather has been a bonus in that! 

Usually at this time of year though I’d be looking forward to the routine 
of a new church year kicking in – yet when I’ve begun to do some planning 
it has become clear that so much will still be different this Autumn.  
Holding a Youth Dedication service for 150-200 people all packed into the 
church just doesn’t seem right, and mask wearing in church looks like it 
will be with us for some time to come. 

Yet how we plan forward is incredibly important and in this magazine 
you’ll find some details of what we are seeking to shape and develop over 
the coming months.  At a time when many of the routines and patterns 
of past years have been thrown out the window, we need to be willing to 
do things differently and that’s what we are doing!   

Setting that in the framework of the sermon series over August is helpful 
though, as we’ve been exploring some 
well know Psalms together.  Some of 
them written in real times of testing, 
when the Psalmist found himself in a 
hard place, wondering where God was 
- and questioning when the troubles facing him would come to an end.   

As part of that we spoke of the need for us to be honest in acknowledging 

that we too struggle with things at times.  That it is a natural part of life   
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Listen Lord to my prayer, 
Hear my cries for help 
I call to you in times of trouble 
Because you answer my prayers 



and that we need to find the time to express that.  The hard bits of the 
Psalms written so that people could share together their grief, anguish 
and pain rather than hide it away. That is something important for each 
one of us as we don’t always feel on top of things.   

Alongside that though are the expressions of faith that are found 
throughout the Psalms.  A reminder that God knows us and is constantly 
with us, guiding, leading and assuring us. 

I pray that whatever it is that you face just now or are working through 
that you will know that.  And that we will all know that as we step into a 
new church year together. 

Yours in Christ 

 

 

Sunday Services  

The restriction on numbers has 

eased as we are now down to 1m 

distancing.  We do still need details 

for Test & Protect and it helps us if 

you book a place by calling or 

texting 07743107097.    It also lets 

us set aside seats for family groups.  However, you can just turn up on the 

day and we will take your details at the door.   

Family services will continue to be on the last Sunday of the month, with 

Junior Church meeting every week and children in for the first part of the 

service.  The Music Group will also lead worship on the second Sunday of 

the month. 

With the change in restrictions, from Sunday 12th 

Sep we will offer teas and coffees after the service 

and an opportunity to chat with people.  We would 

ask that you sit at a table for this!     



Streaming Services online:  we are continuing to 
stream our Sunday services in the church live at 
10.30 a.m. through Youtube. It is also available to 
watch later.  

*New* Sunday service on the phone 0131 297 6197: 

A pre-recorded Sunday service is now available on our 

phone line from 9 a.m. on Sundays.  Around 20 

minutes in length, it will focus on the same theme as 

our morning service, with some traditional hymns and 

prayers. 

Sunday Gathering – with fewer people joining after our return to “in 

person” services, we have decided to stop this for now.  

An extra room at the manse! 

This summer we have been able to host tea and coffee 
mornings/afternoons along with a 
couple of BBQs in the manse garden, 
with gazebos up in case it rained.  
Although this summer it rarely has!  It 
was great to be able to share together 
in a safe setting.   

Having used the gazebos for this, we 
are planning to leave one up in the 
manse garden to allow for different 

activities and groups to be held outside.  This means that they can be held 
without people having to wear masks – though you may require a 
blanket!  

Sunday 5th September – Communion 
Service 10.30 a.m..  If you are joining us 
online for our service this Sunday, please 
have wine or juice and bread ready to 
share with us. 



Midweek 

“Thought for the Day” is a short 3-minute reflection available on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays on the website and the phone line, with different 
people sharing in leading these.   

Midweek reflections and discussion will be held fortnightly in a gazebo 
in the back garden of the manse until the weather gets too cold!  That 
way we can meet without wearing masks.  Bring along a blanket and join 
us.  We haven’t finalised the details for these but information will be 
available on the website and Facebook. 

The Chosen is a new television drama 
based on the life of Jesus Christ, 
created, directed and co-written by 
American filmmaker Dallas Jenkins.  A 
number of people took part in a pilot 
course for this over the summer and 
we are now able to offer this more 
widely.  This will include a daytime 

midweek group.  Speak to Pamela Kennedy for more information. 

 

We are planning to run an Alpha Course starting in January – possibly in 
the church, the gazebo or online depending on what we are allowed to 
do 

You might be interested in joining the course – or even better, in coming 
along and bringing a friend who is interested in exploring faith. Speak to 
Kayleigh Brown if you want more information or to register your interest. 

 



                   MOPS 

I am over the moon to announce that 

MOPS will be returning in its original 

format, with childcare, from Monday 

13th September. We will still be taking 

all the recommended precautions, 

wearing masks and social distancing 

etc., but we are so pleased that we will be able to cover some meaningful 

content with our mums without too many distractions.  

We hope to attract new mums and mums of little ones born during the 

pandemic, but we are aware that these tiny humans and their mummies 

might not have spent much time apart so we will be flexible about using 

MOPS Kids crèche and will give them plenty of time to settle in. Of course 

babes in arms are always welcome to stay with mum if that is her 

preference.  

Our 2021/22 theme is ‘All For Love’ with our theme verse being “Love is 

patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 

not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 

rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 

truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.” 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 (ESV). 

 At each meeting our topics will be underpinned by this passage as we 

show God’s love to every mum that attends. At MOPS we strive to help 

them be the best mums, friends, partners and women they can be. Please 

tell your family, friends and neighbours who are mums of little ones all 

about MOPS. If you would like to get involved we would also welcome 

new volunteers in childcare and hospitality. Find us on social media 

@MOPSLPC or email mopsatlpc@gmail.com  

mailto:mopsatlpc@gmail.com


OUTDOOR CHURCH 

Our last Outdoor Church event was back in 
June where we met in Shelagh and John 
Jenkins’ gardens and learnt all about how to be 
the light in the world that reflects Jesus’ love to 
everyone we come across.  

We welcomed Pamela who gave a great family 
talk to kick us off before we made nature filled 
‘stained glass windows’ and donut and banana 
‘candles’, finishing off with giant bubbles and 
loads of wet and wild fun 

on the slip’n’slides.  

It was extremely well attended and everyone had so 
much fun. A massive thank you to Shelagh and John 
for the use of their gardens. We will be back, if you’ll 
have us! 

We scheduled a couple of informal social dates at 
Vogrie Country Park and Yellowcraigs Beach over the summer holidays 
but unfortunately these weren’t so popular. We’ll review this and adjust 
accordingly for next year. 

Our next event is coming up soon on 19th September and it will be on the 

water! Libby and Barry of Scotia Adventure 

are going to be leading this and it will 

involve paddleboarding and kayaking, or 

just watching from the shore if you prefer. 

As always we will also have some prayer 

and teaching time and probably some on-

shore activities too. All are welcome – 

please let us know if you would like to be 

added to our Outdoor Church mailing list for this and/or future events 

canderson.lpc@gmail.com  
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Loanhead Parish Church Guild 

We had to cancel our February 2020 
meeting due to wintry weather and poor 
road conditions and when we met in March, 

little did we think that we would not be able to meet again for 18 
months!!  

Being unable to meet in friendship and fellowship with Jesus as our focus 
regularly has been a big miss for folk. 

Contact with members was maintained and updates passed on, and 
during that time it was quite evident that members were missing their 
Guild meetings. They were missing the contact with others that had 
previously played such a vital role in their lives. 

In June, the long-awaited news came that we would be able to meet again 
and so we now look forward in faith to an (almost complete) interesting 
syllabus which has been prepared for the beginning our new session on 
Tuesday 14 September. 

During lockdown I had taken the opportunity to seek the feelings and 
thoughts of members to help inform us of how they would want their 
Guild to look moving forward from this difficult time. 

As a result of the consultation we will continue to meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through to June as before; 
however, meetings will now be held at 2pm instead of 7.15pm. 

It is our hope that meeting again in Jesus' name will be joyous and we can 
continue to support each other and many not known to us as we have 
done so well in the past. Global happenings mean that our work both here 
in Loanhead and abroad is more important than ever. 

We will follow government and Church of Scotland guidance carefully for 
the safety of members, guests and visitors. 

 



May I take this opportunity to remind you that the Guild is open to 
everyone – to men and women of all ages and a warm welcome awaits  

anyone who wishes to join us either as a member or as a visitor at one 
of our meetings.  Anyone who would like to know more about the Guild 
here in Loanhead, please speak to me or contact me by phone or email.  

We ask your blessing and prayers as we prepare for our new session. 

Mary Millan, Convenor 

0131 374 5148 / 07443 509037      maryrmillan@gmail.com 

 RWANDA UPDATE 

The past year and a half has been as 
disruptive in Rwanda as elsewhere.  The 
Loanhead children completed an 
eighteen month school year in July and 
have recently returned for a new one. 
Twelve children are being supported 
with school fees, uniforms and school 
materials. The schools were closed for 
much of 2020 and also again in early 
summer 2021 when the cases of the 
Covid Delta variant soared in the 
country. The inability to work due to 
lockdown was the biggest impact on our 
families at the start of the pandemic 
although cases were relatively low. However the most recent wave of 
infections has had a much bigger impact on health and some of the 
parents were hospitalised. They are now recovering. 

Throughout the period we have been supporting the families of our 
children with sacks of rice, maize and beans, when required. Marie 
Therese, who oversees our work in Rwanda has also been growing sweet 
potatoes to help some of the families. 
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The women who were supported to buy sewing machines are very 
thankful and report they are now able to buy mutuelle (health insurance) 
for their families with the money they earn from their new occupation. 
This has made a huge difference in their lives. One of them has been able 

 to make a very pretty dress for Marie Therese's granddaughter as well as 
clothes for her own children. 

Mbabatze and her family, who Loanhead 
have been supporting since the beginning, 
are doing well. Her daughter Jessica is at 
school and her son Denys is in his last year 
at nursery. One of her brothers has 
completed a mechanics course and is now 
working in a garage. They too have been 
supported with food parcels over this 
especially difficult time.  

If you would like further information on 
how we support families and individuals, 
please speak to any member of the church Rwanda Group. 

Please pray for our ongoing work helping to transform lives in Rwanda. 

Mary Millan, Bronwen and Gavin Ryalls, Hilary Waddell, Jean Christie, 
Margaret Anderson 

 

CHRISTIAN AID 2021 

Our thanks to all who helped with the appeal 
for Christian Aid earlier in the year.  The total 
collected and sent to Christian Aid was £1,010.  
Given the restrictions that were in place earlier 
in the year this is a great total and will make a 

real difference in the lives of those supported through Christian Aid. 

 



Fellowship walking group 

This group meets monthly on the last Wednesday of 
each month. We meet at the church gates at 7pm and 
walk for about an hour to an hour and a half, chatting 
as we go and covering a broad range of topics. Speak 
to Louise Ferguson if you would like more details. 

           Tea and Chat is back! 

Starting on Friday 17th September at 10 a.m. 
and meeting weekly in the hall.  Join us for a 
tea or coffee, a biscuit and a good blether!  
All welcome. 

                

Fireworks Event 

Loanhead Community Development 
association are making plans for this year’s 
Firework Event on Thursday 4th November.  
If restrictions allow, we will offer some 

catering for the evening   

Harvest Thanksgiving service 

This year our Harvest thanksgiving service will 
be on Sunday 10th October at 10.30 a.m.  we 
hope to link up with the local schools as we 
support our local Foodbank and charities 

working abroad. 

Lay Pastor scheme 

Laura Duffin has completed her training and a placement under a new 
scheme set up by the Presbytery of Lothian to train people to serve as lay 
pastors in local congregations.  A commissioning service will be held later 
in the Autumn.  Mark Allard is part of the way through the training, with 
only a final placement to complete. 



Prayer ministry 

Over the years we have been aware of 

the importance of prayer and have 

looked for ways to develop the prayer 

life of the church.  As we reshape things for a new session we are again 

aware of the importance of this.  If you would like to share in a group 

looking at this – and praying together – please speak to Pamela Kennedy. 

Thank You 

To all of you in our Church family who have taken the time to send get 
well cards and messages of love and prayers while I have been recovering 
from my Stroke.  These have given me much 
strength and comfort during my recovery, the 
beautiful cards themselves something to 
keep exercising my eyes on during the early 
days in hospital.   

After 3 weeks in the Royal, I was moved on to 
the Charles Bell pavilion at the Astlie Ainslie. 
The medical and therapy teams there were 
fantastic, enabling my recovery enough to be 
discharged home on 23 August, 10 weeks 
after my Stroke.  The Community OT team 
continue to support me here too. 

It was an incredible feeling to get back home, be with Eric and to see our 
family – and without making appointments!   Their support throughout 
this, has been incredible and continue to make sure I have everything I 
need and that I’m doing what I should be.    

Love to you all,  

Heather Monteith 

  



Remembrance 2021 

In support of Poppy Scotland’s 
Annual Appeal we will again be 
hosting a Garden of Remembrance 
in the church garden from 
Thursday 11th – Sunday 14th 
November.  This will give people 
an opportunity to purchase and 
place a wooden cross in the 

garden. 

2021 is the centenary of the Poppy Appeal and to mark the occasion we 
are planning a display of poppies outside the church and will take part in 
the “Light Up Red” campaign in support of the appeal.  

The display of poppies will be in place and the church floodlit in red for 
the week running up to Remembrance Sunday. 

Attention all knitters and 
crocheters – we need your help to 
knit or crochet lots and lots and 
lots of poppies to include in the 
display. We can supply easy 
patterns and red wool – please call 
or text Audrey McLaren on 
07584091414 or email 
mclaren.audrey@gmail.com if you 
would like a copy of the pattern and/or wool.  

We need the help of the wider community to get as many folk as possible 
knitting and crocheting poppies so please pass the word on and 
encourage folk to get knitting. Copies of the patterns and supplies of wool 
can also be picked up from Loanhead library and completed poppies 
dropped off there. 
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Christmas Shopping event 

We are planning to run a Christmas 
shopping event in October or November.  
This will follow the format of previous 
years, but with extended opening times to 

avoid there being too many people there at any one time.  An opportunity 
for those who do their Christmas shopping early to get ahead with this!  
Watch out for details nearer the time. 

Praise & Pizza – Saturday 2nd October 

We are organising a praise event late 
afternoon on Saturday 2nd October in the 
church, followed by an opportunity to 
share over some food.  Something nice 
and simple like Pasta or Pizza!  

Led by the music group, the event is being 
planned for adults as well as children, 
sharing together in lively contemporary 
worship. 

Junior Church – new leadership 

The team who were about to take over 
leading Junior Church just before the 
Pandemic are stepping in to take this on as 
we enter into a new session.  Alan Duffin 
and Kieva Downie will be heading up the 
team along with Sarah Duffin, Laura 
Anderson, Suzanne Mills and some of our 
youth group members.   

We will also be starting the creche for babies and toddlers which will be 
in the small hall. 

  



1st Loanhead Boys’ Brigade 

All three sections of the Boys’ Brigade have 
restarted for the new session, meeting in 
the church hall.  Anchors (5 – 8 years) meet 
on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. and there are still 
spaces available.  Junior section (8 – 10 
years) meet on Wednesday at 7.15 p.m. – 
there is a waiting list for this section.  

Company section meet on Thursdays at 7 p.m.  Contact Jane Davidson for 
further information  07753267450  jmhdavidson@gmail.com 

Queen’s Badge Presentation 

Three of our company section boys 
were presented with their Queens 
Badges during the morning service on 
Sunday 29th August.  This is the highest 
achievement within the Boys’ Brigade 
movement and involves weekends 
away, service within the Boys’ Brigade 
or church and service in an outside 
organisation. Pictured are Kyle Anderson, John Sturgeon and Connor 
Finlayson along with Jim Ralston, who presented the badges. 

During the service we also marked 
Jim Ralston’s contribution as an 
officer and Captain in 1st Loanhead 
Boys’ Brigade.  Jim was presented 
with a clock, engraved with the logo 
of the Boys’ Brigade – with a 
reminder that his work with the boys 
was time invested well. 
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Guiding 

Brownies and Rainbows have started back for a 
new session, with a programme that will 
involve some outdoor meetings as well as 

meeting in the hall.  There are now Rainbows and Brownies on Mondays 
and Tuesdays.  

The Guides and Rangers will start back on Monday 13th September. 

Details from Libby McAdam libby.mcadam@scotiascotland.com 

Church Youth Group 

Having met regularly on Thursday evenings, the youth group are having 
to work out when to meet as other groups restart!  One of the things they 
are considering is using the TV series The Chosen as something to work 
through 

Schools’ work  

Over the last school year, we were 
able to give some input to the 
schools through online school 
assemblies but weren’t able to do 
any classwork.  It is not yet clear 
what is going to be possible over 
this school year but Kieva and 
Stephen (Youth worker at St 
John’s & Kingspark) are going to 
explore giving input to the schools RMPS programme (Religious, Moral 
and Philosophical Studies.) 

Making Connections 

Over the next year we will look further at how we build deeper 
connections with children and families who are not around the church, 
giving them opportunities to share with us and to learn more about faith. 

  



Summer Football Camp 2021 

 

This was our 9th year of running the football camp in the summer holidays. 
It was another very successful year, although we had to do things a little 
differently. Tickets went on sale and within 2 days all 70 tickets had sold 
out.  

As with all the summer, we were very lucky with the weather and it only 
rained for 45 minutes throughout our whole time so that answered my 
prayers. Due to restrictions, we were split into 3 groups and stayed within 
those groups for the week. We started each day with some coaching and 
then stopped for our faith water break.  

Rather than going inside and having to clean the hall between groups we 
had the faith part of the camp outside.  We looked at 4 different parts of 
Jesus’s ministry and shared in conversation around how these stories are 
still relevant to us today. We explored Jesus calming the storm and how 
Jesus is there for us as he was for his disciples and the power that was in 
Jesus through God. We explored Jesus’ healing powers and of the 4 
friends who brought their friend to Jesus to be healed. We chatted about 
Jesus not only healing the man and him being able to walk but also 
forgiving his sins as Jesus does for us today. We then finished each day 
with team games and games of football.  

Again it was great to have so many helpers who gave up their time each 
morning to help out. Without them it wouldn’t have taken place so my 
thanks to them again. 

Alan 


