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Letter from the Minister 
 
 

The Manse, Loanhead 
12th May 2022 

Dear Friends 

I write this as I prepare to head off for a week’s holiday, looking forward 

to a late Easter break and an opportunity to recharge our batteries.  We’ll 

be staying close to the beach in Filey, so are planning to get out for walks 

along the seashore, though I don’t think I’ll be tempted to go swimming in 

the sea, as we did at break of day on Easter morning.  I chittered for hours 

afterwards but was glad to prove my son wrong when he said “Nah, my 

dad will never go in!”   

A swim was a good way to start Easter though and it was encouraging to 

share with so many people later on Easter morning in church, 

remembering the journey of the women to the tomb, only to find it empty.  

Jesus had risen – and the truth of that reverberates down through the 

years to us today.  We have a Saviour who died and rose again for us.  

Death, sin and evil did not and do not have the final say.  It is so important 

to know that when we live in a world where so much is wrong.  It breathes 

hope and peace into our lives. 

In looking at wider church life, you’ll find lots of information in the 

magazine about events and activities that have taken place as well as 

some of our plans looking ahead.  I have found it encouraging to read 

those, catching a flavour of what has been happening in and around the 

church for people of all generations, even through the covid restrictions.  

As you read them, I hope you are encouraged too. 

Finally, you’ll also find information about plans for a close partnership 

with the churches in Roslin and Bilston.  This will be an important 

development for the churches in the area and I ask for your prayers for 

this. 

In Christ 

Graham Duffin 
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Church Groups 
 

Rwanda 

Rwanda, like everywhere, was 

hit by Covid and over the last 2 

years we have continued to 

support families out there.  We 

are grateful to individuals in 

the congregation who support 

children by paying their school 

fees. Some of them are in this 

photo. 

Our funds are, however 

becoming depleted and we plan 

to hold a “soup lunch” after a 

church service in the autumn. A 

date has not yet been set. 

Mary Millan 

Community Outreach 

Thank you to everyone who continues to donate so generously to our 
outreach fund. We are regularly contacted by people in the 
community who are struggling to make ends meet and we are able to help 
with foodbank referrals and supermarket shopping cards purchased with 
the money we have in the fund. Earlier this year we successfully applied 
to the Scottish Government's Winter Support Fund for a £5000 grant and 
were able to go back to the 40 families we had been in touch with at 
Christmas with Asda shopping cards to the value of £125 each. They were 
much appreciated by the families. 
 

We know from what we hear in the news that next winter is going to be 

particularly tough for so many people and we are aware of many folk 

here 

  in Loanhead who will struggle. With your support we will be able to 

continue to respond to requests for assistance. Thank you again. 

  

I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a 

stranger and you received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I 

was sick and you took care of me, in prison and you visited me.’ The righteous 

will then answer him, ‘When, Lord, did we ever see you hungry and feed you, 

or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we ever see you a stranger and 

welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? When did we ever see 

you sick or in prison, and visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘I tell you, whenever 

you did this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you did 

it for me!’     Matthew 25: 35-40  

 

During lockdown we used money from the outreach fund to buy litter 

picks and rubbish bag hoops for use by the Loanhead Litter Lift group 

who held a number of litter pick events over the last 2 years. That 

equipment has now been returned to us. If anyone - individual, family or 

other group - would like to borrow the equipment to do a litter pick, 

please email community@loanhedparishchurch.co.uk  

 

Tea and Chat 

 

Tea and Chat restarted several weeks ago after the lengthy lay off. We 

have lost several members over the close down period but we have a few 

new members and we have around 18 people who attend on Friday 

mornings in church hall where all the latest news and sport is discussed. 

The charge is £2 per head and we give donations to local and 

national appeals and charities. This charge is the income to cover the 

donations as the cost of the food and drink is provided by members of the 

group.                                                                                              Alastair Ormiston 
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Pastoral Care 
The Pastoral Care Group is pleased to announce a gradual return to 

normal business! We would like to thank everyone for their patience and 

understanding over the last two years. It has been nice to have 

maintained some contact by telephone and/or restricted visiting but was 

so much better to have been able to see and talk in person to those to 

whom we took out Easter gifts of a chocolate egg and a luminaire bag and 

candle to reflect God’s constant light and love even in dark times. 

 

The group is enthusiastic about getting people back in and around the 

church and has planned to start with three afternoon teas in June. We 

think that our guests will perhaps feel more comfortable returning to 

events with smaller numbers, hence the three separate dates, and we are 

looking forward to taking out invitations very soon. 

 

Meanwhile we hope to be out and about actually seeing people again. As 

always, please let us know if you know of anyone who would like some 

support from the Pastoral Care Group, or indeed of anyone with a special 

event to celebrate.                                                                         Alison Chalmers 

The Guild 
Our session has been a bit strange with some of our meetings cancelled 

because of Covid lockdowns or restrictions and some because speakers 

became unavailable. Undaunted, however, we have soldiered on and 

close with our Floral Tea in June.  

 

Highlights have included some of Joe Gilhooly’s amazing photographs and 

David Brackenridge’s talk on Venture Scotland, a charity which provides 

long term, outdoor based personal development for disadvantaged young 

people aged 16-30.  

Pauline Robertson told us of her work for 

the Sailors’ Society as Port Chaplain and 

some of our members have since been 

knitting hats for some of the seafarers on 

vessels which come into the Forth Ports. 

 
In April we were joined by members and  

  friends from other Esk Valley Guilds for Mary Miller’s presentation on the 

subject of her book “Jane Haining - A Life of Love and Courage”.  

Our numbers have declined over the past 2-3 years mainly as a result of 

deaths, Covid and illness. However, we remain in good heart and continue 

to serve the Lord by serving others. Please speak to Mary Millan if you 

would like to know more about the Guild or are considering joining us for 

next session when our theme will be WEE SEEDS, BIG TREES.  

 

MOPS 
At MOPS we have just 

about managed to get 

back to our old format 

with breakfast, 

childcare and a topic 

with discussion time. 

However because a few of these lockdown babies are struggling to be 

apart from their mums there is a lot of to and fro between the Crèche and 

the Mums’ meeting. The wee ones are managing a little longer each week 

so we’ll get there! Because of this we haven’t managed to do many crafts 

this year, however the mums have really appreciated the topics we have 

covered. These included Managing Anxiety, Transformative Health, Let’s 

Talk to our Kids about Differences, Relationships: On The Same Team, 

Imperfect Friendships and many more.  

This month we are trialing meeting every week, with the weeks between 

meetings as a chance for the mums and little ones to all get together for 

play and friendship. We hope this will encourage more mums to join us 

as it becomes part of their weekly routine.  

We are really keen to recruit new volunteers so if you have a heart for 

mums of young children and would like to help with meetings/discussion, 

childcare or hospitality, please contact canderson.lpc@gmail.com 

We would also appreciate your prayers as we close out our All For Love 
theme year.                                                                               Catriona Anderson 
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Youth Groups & Schools 
 

Schools Work 

We visited both Paradykes and 

Loanhead Primary before 

Easter to explore the Easter 

story. We took the children on a 

tour of Jerusalem and explored 

some of the events during the 

week of Lent. We had 

experiences for them to help us 

then explain the story. We had 

feet washing, Passover meals, 

cross making, palm branch 

waving and a visit to the Garden 

at Gethsemane. We managed to 

work with 4 classes from each 

school and the children seemed to really enjoy the interactive activities 

whilst learning more about the Easter story.  

We are looking at how we can do more of this within the schools. There 

are plans to have a similar event in the schools before the summer around 

the story of Moses and his journey. It has been great the response that we 

have had from the teachers and that they are keen for us to go in again. 

 

Junior Church 
On a Sunday we have been using the same themes and passages that have 

been used in the service with the adults. The hope is that this will create 

opportunities within the family and with others to speak after church 

around the theme. To help this we have been creating or making various 

things to take home - from puppets to gingerbread men to planting 

sunflowers. It has given us an opportunity to explore a little more from 

  the children’s talk and looking at what the story may be saying to us. We 

are also hoping to use others in the church gifts to help with any activities 

we may have. Which gives a good way for us as a church to build 

relationships across the generations. For example we had Mary helping 

with the planting of the Sunflowers which the children really enjoyed. 

Friday youth group 
We have been meeting regularly on a Friday evening since the February 

holidays. A chance for the young people to come along and hang out with 

us playing FIFA, switch, uno as well as pool and table tennis. It has been 

good to build up relationships with the young people with some new and 

old faces. Each week we have also explored themes and linked them into 

what that may mean for us as a Christian. We have talked around what is 

faith, prayer and fears whilst exploring where God fits into all this for us. 

It has been great to have the older youth along to help on the Friday nights 

and we are exploring how we nurture these young adults in their faith 

journey and what being a Christian means for them today.       Alan Duffin 

Guiding 
Since returning in January Guiding numbers in Loanhead have never been 

stronger. We currently have just shy of 100 young people attending in 

Loanhead. We have been running an exciting and varied programme, 

enjoying the relaxation in Covid restrictions allowing us to get back to 

normal. We are desperately in need of enthusiastic adults who could help 

us staff the units, either on a Monday in Rainbows (age 5-7) or Guides 

(age 10-13) or a Tuesday in Rainbows (age 5-7) or Rangers (age 14+). 
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Guiding (cont.) 
The Tuesday Brownies and Rainbows have just completed a sponsored 

walk, raising nearly £700.00 to pay for their summer trip to East Links 

Family Park in June, and the Monday Rainbows have a sponsored scoot 

taking place this Monday.  

  
The two Brownie units came together at the beginning of May and we 

took 39 girls 

away to Bonday 

for Brownie 

Camp, where 

they earned their 

"Lead" skill 

builder, 

Mindfulness 

interest and 

Queen's Platinum Jubilee Badges. The leaders were able to share best 

practices from both units and a lot of fun was had by all.  

 
This Friday 13th will see the two Rainbow units join together for a sleepover 

in the Church, again lots of badges and fun are the hoped for outcome here.  

  

All units are taking part in a District summer trip to East Links Family Park 

on 11th June, and thanks to some amazing fundraising we are able to do this 

for a very small individual contribution from the girls - but are still 

actively fundraising to further decrease this.  

  

We are taking part in the Gala Day this year.  

 

Finally the district is hosting all the girls and their families for a "Tea" in 

the Park on the 28th June to celebrate The Queen's Jubilee and hand out 

some Gold Guiding awards. 

  

Our waiting for all units are all currently long and all units are full, so we 

are keen to hear from any adults looking to be involved in any age group. 

 

Thanks, Libby McAdam 

 

  Boys Brigade 
It’s been a challenging year taking over as Captain in a time when things 

have been up in the air. At the start of the school year last August I was 

not even sure we would have an anchor boys section as we had only two 

names, but it seemed my worries were unfounded and we have grown 

that section to 20 with a list of names on a waiting list.  

 The Anchor Boys have had a busy year being everything from a pirate for 

one evening to learning about Daniel and Lion. Over the next few weeks 

we are trying to get out into the park in the good weather and we have 

plans to have a bit of a sports evening and jubilee picnic. The boys made 

crowns last week so maybe they could wear them at our picnic and there 

might even be ice cream available! I couldn’t have run the Anchor Boys 

without the tremendous help I have had from Kyle Anderson, he has 

enthusiastically joined in with the fun. 

The Junior section has 

grown a little bit, but most 

importantly we manage to 

retain the boys who came 

up from Anchor Boys and 

were already in Juniors 

after the pandemic. Daniel 

McHale is now the officer 

in charge of Juniors with 

help from John Sturgeon and myself.  Again I want to thank Daniel and 

John because without their enthusiasm and hard work we wouldn’t have 

got up and running again. 

The juniors have had a busy year as well, one of the most interesting chats 

we had was about Ukraine. The boys wanted to understand what was 

happening and we received great resources from Boys Brigade 

headquarters to assist with this. The boys thought about what it would be 

like to be a refugee.  

 

Our plan for the next few weeks is to go outside and to also decorate 

crown shaped cookies for the Queen’s Jubilee. We have brilliant resources 

to allow us to have a discussion about the Queen’s role with the boys.  
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Boys Brigade (cont.) 
Going forward I am hoping that the battalion that we are part of will get 

back to having some competitions and events in the second half of this 

year in which the boys from all the sections can be involved in. It is great 

when the boys get to mix with other groups. 

  

In Company section Andrew Ralston is leading the boys, we have 10 

company boys and 2 seniors. We have had three boys attain their 

Presidents badge and are now working towards their Queens Badge.  

Andrew and I would like to thank Callum Deans, Daniel McHale and John 

Sturgeon for all their hard work.  

 

Some of the Company activities have been affected by limited space and 

not being able to access other venues for some of their sports activities. 

Recently, the Company section and the leaders from all the sections 

went ten pin bowling, where we had a great evening. Although the 

Captains winning streak in the leaders bowling competition was broken, 

I am not really a bowler so Jim Ralston’s record stands! 
  

The Company section is going to Wales for their summer camp in July 

and again I hope that the competitions and events will happen in the 

Autumn for them.  

  

I see our biggest challenge going forward is to get volunteers to help 

with the sections if anyone knows someone who can help especially on a 

Wednesday evening with anchor boys, we would really appreciate if you 

could guide them to us. We are taking part in the Gala Parade and we 

are having a stall in the park on the gala day to raise our profile, so 

please come and visit us for a chat. If we can get more help we can grow 

the sections a bit.  

 

I want to thank the church for their understanding and help to get us up 

going again and finally I want to thank the boys for persevering despite 

ongoing challenges and their parents for encouraging the boys to come 

back and again being understanding of the challenges we have faced.  

 

Jane Davidson 
 

  

Session Clerk’s Note 
 

As I am writing this I feel full of hope for the coming months. The days are 

stretching out and the trees are turning to their many shades of green. So 

too, I feel that the church is beginning to blossom again. At last we are 

able to attend church without wearing our masks and our last Board and 

Session meeting was actually in person in the church.  No more of the 

dreaded ‘Zoom’ meetings we have had over the last two years. 

It was very encouraging on Sunday to see so many people in church, 

several of whom had not been since the first lockdown. 

You will see from the other reports in the magazine that there has been 

lots going on over the last few months and there are several things 

planned for the weeks and months ahead. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Graham and the team for 

their hard work over the last two difficult years for all they have done to 

try and keep in contact with all our members and the community in 

general. I would also like to thank Pamela, our probationer minister, who 

has been with us since last June. 

I know she has helped a great deal to ease the burden on Graham over the 

past year. Sitting in a damp cold gazebo on an autumn night is definitely 

going above and beyond! I know we would all like to wish her well for the 

future and when she eventually has her own parish they will be very 

fortunate to have her. 

Sorry this is a bit like the Oscars but finally I would like to thank you, the 

church members and friends, for your continuing support over lockdown.  

Giving actually increased last year and that is all due to your continuing 

generosity.  Thank you! 

In closing I would just like to wish everyone all the best for the summer 

months ahead and I hope to see a few more faces, perhaps, trying church 

again when they feel comfortable. 

Blessings to you all. 

Margaret Hurst 
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News from the Board 

Partnering with Bilston and Roslin 

With a reducing number of ministers in the Church of Scotland, Lothian 

Presbytery have just approved a Mission Plan outlining how churches will 

work together in different areas to support one another.  In the plan, 

Loanhead, Bilston and Roslin are being asked to work together, with one 

minister allocated to the area and all three churches remaining open.  

As a first step in this, Bilston Church will unite with Loanhead, and Bilston 

will revert to being a Mission Church.  This means that there won’t be a 

Kirk Session at Bilston, instead there will be one Kirk Session formed by 

the elders from the two churches.  A small Leadership Team made up of 

elders and others will remain at Bilston Church and will help to shape the 

work there.  Services on Sunday mornings will continue at Bilston, being 

led mainly by David Hogg and Mary Millan, who are both Readers.   

A formal Basis of Union will be drawn up and the congregations will have 

an opportunity to vote on this later this year, with the union planned for 

early 2023. 

A Parish Grouping is planned with Roslin Church,  an agreement between 

the churches to work together, supporting one another.  Graham Duffin 

will serve there as Interim Moderator, taking on this responsibility later 

this year, and a Locum will lead the Sunday morning services each week 

at Roslin Church.  In time, it is envisaged that Roslin Church will come into 

a union with Loanhead and Bilston. Whilst in some places, unions mean 

closure of buildings that is not what is envisaged in our area.  All three 

sets of buildings will remain in use, with weekly worship sustained. 

Local structures to be streamlined 

As part of the change with the new arrangements we are planning to 

move away from having a Kirk Session and Congregational Board to 

have only a Kirk Session, who will be responsible for all areas of church 

life including finance and fabric.  They will, however, delegate work to 

  smaller groups, one of which will deal with Fabric and Finance.  It is 

envisaged that current members of the Congregational Board will serve 

on this workgroup or others that are formed.  As Kirk Session meetings 

are open meetings, they will also have the opportunity to attend and 

participate there.  With the Board and Session already having met 

together through the last two years, we have already seen this work well. 

Financial Update 
Last year, the church accounts show a Surplus of £4,500 which was ahead 

of budget.  This was due to two factors.  Firstly an increase in income with 

weekly offerings and standing orders increasing by 11%.  This helped to 

counter balance the loss of income from fundraising, which was less than 

£2,000 when it would usually be around £5,000, and income from hall 

rent which was £1,520 when in previous years it was around £6,000.  

Secondly, there was a reduction in expenditure with the building being 

used less and the budget set aside for work on the buildings not fully 

utilised. There were increased cleaning costs to reduce the risks of Covid. 

We are grateful to members and others for their continued financial 

support over the last two years.  At a time when many other churches and 

charities have seen their income decline, the income at Loanhead Church 

has increased.  The Kirk Session and Congregational Board do not take 

this for granted and wish to thank all those who have and continue to 

support the work of the church financially. 

Full accounts for 2021 will be presented to the Annual Stated Meeting. 

Fabric Convener 
After 34 years serving as Fabric Convener, Eric Monteith has decided to 

step back from the role.  We are grateful to Eric for all that he has done in 

looking after the buildings and ensuring they have been well maintained.  

Eric has regularly been around the church doing odd jobs, cleaning, 

cutting the grass and just getting on with whatever has needed done. 

Nothing ever seemed to much bother.  Eric, thank you. 

Campbell Chalmers has agreed to take on the role of Fabric Convener and 

has been appointed to this by the Board and Session.  We thank Campbell 

for his willingness to take on this responsibility and assure him of our 

support. 
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Growing Young 
 

We met as a team a few months ago to explore what our Big Hairy 

Audacious Goals were. As part of this, we took time to think about this 

how we can become a church that has a focus on those under 30’s but not 

taking away from the feeling of family that we have in Loanhead. 

Our first goal is to make the family service a pocket of excellence. We have 

created a team to explore these services and what happens in them. 

Trying to create good worship, time to chat with others, time for the 

children to be with us but also meaningful for the adults. This is a work in 

progress so please bear with us as we find what works and what doesn’t.  

Our second goal is to extend our time together on a Sunday, whether that 

be a walk before church and some breakfast rolls, a walk to Roslin after 

church or even sharing in some lunch after the service. Creating spaces 

for people to build up relationships and build fellowship with each other. 

Please keep an eye out for any events upcoming. 

Our third goal was to create a summer holiday club for the older youth. 

We have had football camp for 11 years but want to provide something 

for those in high school as well.  See ‘Coming Up’ for more details. 

Recap of Events 
 

Journeying together with God: Lent walks and 

‘next steps’! 
Over the period of Lent we held a series of walks designed to appeal to a 

range of different audiences. All of the walks had a theme and there were 

some prompts for people to think and chat about along the way. We found 

ourselves building cairns, forming heart shapes for others to find, 

exploring the history of church in Loanhead, walking in the knowledge of 

God’s love, carrying palm crosses and spending some time listening in 

prayer. Some also completed in an audio walk in their own time.  

 

  The walks were enjoyed by those who took part so in light of their 

success, and connected to the theme of journeying together as disciples, 

there will be more opportunities to walk together with others over the 

summer. See ‘Coming Up’ for more details of this. 

Easter Services 
Covid rules 

were eased 

just before 

Easter and it 

was good to 

see the 

church so 

busy as we 

got together 

on Easter 

Sunday to 

celebrate the 

resurrection.  

By that stage, 

the stone had 

been rolled away from the tomb at the front of the church - and a peek 

inside showed folded grave clothes and an angel!  During the service, 

Pamela helped us explore how the women and the early disciples slowly 

began to understand what was going on – and how we too have moments 

of uncertainty that are part of our faith journey.   

During the service, our youngsters put together bunches of daffodils 

which were handed out to everyone in the congregation.  Our thanks to 

Shelagh Jenkins, who did a great job in decorating the church with flowers 

and helping to set the scene for our Easter service. 

Well done as well to those who got up before the break of dawn to go to 

the beach and brave the cold of the Firth of Forth.  Twelve hardy souls 

went swimming (see cover photo) and were joined by someone on 

holiday from Northern Ireland who had seen on Facebook that we were 

planning to be at Portobello.  The hot drinks and sausages on rolls after 

the swim were much appreciated! 
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Sunflowers for Ukraine 
During our Family Service at the end of April, our youngsters plated 

sunflower seeds into small pots so that everyone had one to take home.  

We are looking forward to seeing pictures of them as they grow!  

Alongside the pots, people received the following message. 

HOPE 

Hope blooms in the most unlikely places.  When all 

seems helpless, hope is always there. 

Flowers are often mentioned in the Bible and the 

sunflower is the national flower of Ukraine. 

As you water and watch the message of hope grow in 

this little pot, we pray for peace in Ukraine.  

Lord, may we be planted in places where we can bring 

hope, reaching out to those in need.  

Please continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine - and if you would like 

a sunflower seedling to plant out in your garden, please let us know.  

There are currently 50 seedlings in the greenhouse at the manse and we 

can arrange to drop one off to you to plant out.  

 

 

  

Events Coming Up 
Small groups 
We are just starting a new series of small groups focussed on material by 

John Eldredge entitled “Get your life back – everyday practices for a world 

gone mad.”  With discussion material and a video, the groups give an 

opportunity to people to talk and share together about life and faith in a 

more informal setting.  If you would like to be involved in a group, it’s not 

too late – just let us know and we will look to involve you in a group that 

meets at a time that suits you.  

Prayer 
We are looking at the ways we can develop prayer in the life of the 

congregation.  If you would like to be involved in this, perhaps meeting 

regularly for a short time of prayer or offering prayer after morning 

services, please speak to Mary Millan or Alison Chalmers. 

Police Male Voice Choir Concert 

           
We are hosting a choir concert in the church on Saturday 21st May, 

7.30pm start time. The Police Male Voice Choir will be joined by 

clarinetist Gillian McCutcheon. We will be collecting donations on the 

door (card or cash) and these donations will go directly to Christian Aid.  

The choir was formed in 1973 as the Royal Ulster Constabulary Male 

Voice Choir.  With the formation of the Police Service of Northern Ireland 

in 2001 the choir changed its name to The Police Male Voice Choir 

(Incorporating the Royal Ulster Constabulary GC Male Voice Choir). Since 

its formation the choir’s main objective has been to assist local 

organisations to fundraise through concert performances.   
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Lent walk ‘next steps’ 
 

Traprain Pilgrimage 
Traprain are organising a pilgrimage on Saturday 28th May to which all 

are warmly invited.  The Pilgrimage commences at 10.00am with an 

opening service lead by the Revd Mike Watson at Athelstaneford church. 

(Registration starts from 9.15am). The route is approx 5 miles & will be 

mostly off road through some lovely East Lothian countryside finishing 

with a short service at Prestonkirk church lead by Douglas Hamilton 

(Minister in Training at the Parish of Traprain). The Pilgrims will then 

have their packed lunch in the Stables before they make their way home. 

To register for the pilgrimage, please contact David Armatage by email or 

phone david.armatage@talk21.com or 07841628113. 

 

Pilgrimage with Loanhead Parish Church 
If you have ever watched a programme about pilgrimages and fancied it, 

then this might be a manageable opportunity to give it a try. We are going 

to meet to walk part of the St Andrews Way pilgrimage walk. Don’t worry 

though, we’re not walking all the way to St Andrews! The Way is helpfully 

divided into sub-sections and we plan to walk the section called the 

Rosslyn Chapel Way. This is a 16km walk (nearly 10 miles) running from 

Roslin to Edinburgh and our focus will be on walking together rather than 

on striding out! 

We will be walking on Saturday 2nd July, beginning at Rosslyn Chapel 

at 9am.  

Advice on what to bring will be available closer to the time.  

If you’d like to know more about either this section of the route or about 

the Way of St Andrews more generally then do explore their website –

www.thewayofstandrews.com  There is a card that pilgrims can carry 

and have stamped along the way in case anyone thinks they might like 

to go on and complete other sections of the route at another time! 

Here’s what the website has to say about the Rosslyn Chapel Way:  

 

  “An easy but "off the beaten track" route starting at the famous Rosslyn 

Chapel, mainly along surfaced former railway tracks or quiet roads past 

historic sites, like Craigmillar castle, until a short climb up Arthurs Seat 

for a magnificent view over Edinburgh; Holyrood Palace, the Scottish 

parliament, Edinburgh castle and over the Firth of Forth to Fife and 

beyond... then to the top of Leith Walk for the beginning of St Margaret's 

Way to St Andrews.” 

If you’d like to know more or register your interest then please 

speak to Shelagh Jenkins, Amy Pickering or Pamela Kennedy. 

Historical walk around the communities of 

Bilston, Loanhead and Roslin 
Following the particularly 

successful historical walk 

in Loanhead during which 

we explored the history of 

Loanhead’s churches, and 

to celebrate the growing 

relationship between 

churches in these three 

communities, we are 

organising a walk designed 

to explore and learn more about the history of the churches there.  

The walk will take place on Saturday 20th August, meeting at Fountain 

Green in Loanhead (by the traffic lights) at 11am. We will walk on to 

Roslin by the railway walkway where we will stop to enjoy lunch 

(whether a packed lunch or something bought) and from there will make 

our way to Bilston. We very much hope that members of all three 

communities will want to join us and this would make for particularly 

interesting discussion about the history of the church within each 

community. 

More details will be shared nearer the time, but please mark the date in 

your diary. It is the sort of walk that could be repeated, perhaps midweek, 

and if you may appreciate this then please let Pamela Kennedy know. 
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Annual Stated Meeting 
The Annual Stated Meeting of the congregation will be held after the 

morning service on Sunday 29th May.  Brief reports on the year will be 

presented along with the accounts.  The meeting will also give the 

opportunity to ask any questions you might have about the new 

arrangements proposed for work with Roslin and Bilston. 

Praise Night 
With restrictions having eased and greater opportunity to meet together 

a Praise Night is being organised in Penicuik Trinity Community Church 

(formerly St Mungo’s) on Saturday 11th June at 7 p.m.  This is for all of 

the Church of Scotland congregations in Midlothian.  The Praise Band will 

be led by Mark Nicholas, with Louise Purden (minister at Bonnyrigg and 

a former student with us at Loanhead) the speaker during the evening.  

With contemporary worship and a good number expected to attend, it 

promises to be a good evening.   

Summer Services 
Our morning services will continue at 10.30 a.m. during the school 

holidays in July and August.  These will follow the same format as 

previous years, with the first four Sundays in July having a more 

traditional format, with no formal children’s work - and then three 

weeks of Family Services from Sunday 31st July through to Sunday 

14th August. 

Summer holiday clubs 
This will be year number ten of football camp and the appetite for this has 

not gone. Parents have been asking already if there is going to be a 

football camp! We are in the middle of planning this week and have 

scheduled it for 25th-29th of July. Forms will be distributed via the 

primary schools. 

We are also planning a holiday club for those in high school. We are 

looking at using some of the challenges from the TV show taskmaster as 

our activities. There will then be a link into a bible passage and some time 

to share around the passage. This is scheduled for Thursday and Friday 

evenings during the school holidays 4th, 5th, 11th and 12th of August.        

 

  

A Reflection                                      
 

I’ve made the journey many times over this past year: Peebles to 

Loanhead by car. I listen to a daily devotional app, Lectio365, and it just 

so happened that today I had it playing as I drove. I was stuck at 

temporary traffic lights, a bit preoccupied, slightly grumpy and 

wondering how long it would take, when these words being quoted 

jumped out at me: “By means of all created things, without 

exception, the divine assails us, penetrates us and 

moulds us.”  
God is speaking, right here. God is in this place. The traffic started to move, 

and then I saw it. The vastness of the sky, fluffed with clouds. The rolling 

hills, on and on, sometimes bathed in sunshine and scattered with sheep 

and lambs with waggly tails. Such beauty! None of this was new of course 

– I’d driven this road hundreds of times before. What was new was my 

perspective. I was looking for God and by His grace I saw Him in the 

beauty of my surroundings. I felt a new thankfulness swell up within me 

as I drove on.  

In many ways, this is an unremarkable story, yet it is testament to the 

utterly remarkable Presence of God with us every day. Great is His 

faithfulness. The psalmist writes “I lift my eyes to the hills, 

where does my help come from? My help comes from 

the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.”  

Whether or not we can see Him in our current situation, whether or not 

our focus is on Him or on the things of life, He is here – we need only lift 

our eyes. When have you become aware of God’s Presence with you? Who 

might you encourage with that story? Perhaps today there might be an 

opportunity again for you to stop, to notice and to give thanks.  

Pamela Kennedy 
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Moving On 

I can’t quite believe it but my 15 months at Loanhead will be complete at 

the end of August. Time really does fly when you’re having fun! As you may 

know, things aren’t straightforward for those of us finishing this year as 

changes in the Church of Scotland mean that the advertising of vacancies 

has been frozen for the time being. Instead, we are being given the 

opportunity to get involved in ministry work in the shorter term and will 

be ordained into those positions.  

For me, this will mean that I will be ordained as something like an Associate 

Minister (the terminology is still being clarified!) in Innerleithen, Traquair 

and Walkerburn Parish Church, with a particular focus on some sort of 

church planting or fresh expression of church in Cardrona. I will also do 

some work in supporting any churches across this part of the Presbytery 

that are keen to consider Growing Young / intergenerational church. I’m 

very excited about the whole proposal as I have been given space to listen 

for God’s call despite it being for a shorter time. I may be there for up to 18 

months but will be free to be listening for a call to something longer term 

as and when the right thing arises. I’m not away yet though and am very 

much looking forward to all that the next few months has in store! 

Pamela Kennedy 
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