EASTER EVENTS
A few weeks ago we asked everyone on a Sunday morning what additional events they would like to see over the Easter period – and which ones they would help to organise.
On the “planning board” at the moment are:
[image: Image result for easter egg]Easter egg hunt 
We haven’t quite worked out the format for this yet but look out for details of this event which will run early April.  Lorna Brown, Kirsteen Rawcliffe, Jennifer Hurst and Denise Claxton are to be involved in planning and running this.
Easter plant out along with Friends of Fountain Green
[bookmark: _GoBack]Spring bedding will be needed for the beds at Fountain Green and the Memorial Park.  Watch out for dates so that you can help out - Chris Claxton will be heading this up.
Messy church craft event for families
Louise Scott & Libby McAdam will help to run this along with a small team who have worked on previous messy church events
Easter interactive event for classes from the schools
Over the last two years we have used “Easter Unpacked” as a way of taking children and families on a journey through the events of Holy Week from Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to his death on Good Friday and glorious resurrection on Easter Day.  
This year we are again inviting Loanhead and Paradykes schools to bring some classes along to the event in the church. See Audrey McLaren if you would like to help with this.
Learn to Bake Bread
– make bread & hot cross buns (for adults/older children)
Catriona Anderson has a friend who will lead this and is looking for some guidance about setting the best date.  Speak to her if you are interested in taking part in this event
FESTIVE FUN & FUND RAISING
Over a hectic few Saturdays before Christmas we held 3 events which were a combination of social and fund raising events.
The Christmas fayre was reinstated after a break of a few years, but with a new twist combining some of our traditional stalls together with craft and other local traders’ stalls; the Christmas tea room and of course, Santa in his grotto.  The event was a great success raising £1,800 for church funds.
A week later Santa made a return visit, this time hosting breakfast and supper events when our young guests enjoyed something to eat, followed by some Christmas activities and a chance to meet Santa.
The following Saturday the Christmas afternoon tea was a sell out with 50 folk enjoying an afternoon catch up with friends and family.
Combined, the Santa breakfast and supper events and the afternoon tea raised a further £500, also for church funds.
Thanks to the large number of people involved in the planning, preparation and running of these events and to everyone who came along and supported them. The £2,300 raised provided a great boost to church funds at the year end. 
If you have any ideas about new fund raising events in 2020 please speak to Audrey McLaren  
[image: Image result for pastoral care group]
Our memorial service for those who have been bereaved was much appreciated by all who attended.  The Christmas afternoon tea was very much enjoyed, Paradykes School Choir entertained us with Christmas songs and carols.  We also had some audience participation, after tea finishing with singing a number of Christmas Carols.
The new convenor of the group will be Alison Chalmers, we wish her well in this post.  Please keep Alison and all members of the Pastoral Care Group in your prayers.
Ann


CHRISTMAS OUTREACH
Children’s gifts
This year we provided a selection of gifts, toys, books and sweets for 70 local children and teenagers from 33 families - made possible by your generous donations. We also have support from an increasingly wide circle of people who want to join in and be part of supporting this work.  This year for the first time we used a collection box for toys at the local library and this was well used.
[image: Image result for christmas gifts]We are indebted to the staff at Loanhead and Paradykes primary schools, without whose help, we simply would not be able to reach so many local children in need. Doing something which is entirely locally based and working with professional and trusted partners, really helps to give confidence that all donations go directly to supporting those most in need in our community. 
This year we were also able to take Christmas food out to all of the families.  This was made possible through the generosity of those who took part in a reverse advent calendar – putting something aside each day during the advent period that helped to make up the bags that went out. 
Kilbreck House
As we have done over recent years, we made up gift bags for the men and women at Kilbreck, and provided the ingredients for the residents’ Christmas dinner. 
[image: ]Thank you for your continued support of our community outreach activities and please pray for those in our community who struggle daily to put food on the table and to make ends meet.
Church Website
Our church website has recently been revamped and contains up to date information about activities and services www.loanheadparishchurch.co.uk
[image: Find us on facebook]  [image: Follow us on twitter]
Follow us on facebook /loanheadparishchurch
twitter /LoanheadCofS
[image: ]
7 p.m.  Sunday 12th April
Loanhead Parish Church
There is no better time for churches in the local area to come together and celebrate than Easter!  This year we are hosting an Easter Sunday event for churches in Midlothian here at Loanhead Church.  To make clear that it is a joint event, the praise will be led by musicians from Dalkeith: St John’s & Kingspark (who played at Louise Purden’s ordination service) with Mark Nicholas from Gorebridge preaching.    
As things have taken shape, it looks as if this will be a lively evening of praise and worship shared by Christians and friends from different churches in the area.  Please come along and share with us if you can and feel free to invite friends to come and share with us.  Arrive early to guarantee a seat downstairs!
PA in church
[image: ]The speakers and microphone system in the church were replaced at the end of 2019 and with a bit of “tweaking” taking place over the last few weeks we know that people are appreciating the difference it is making.  We are grateful to all those who made contributions towards this.  Along with the funds from the additional fund raising events in November and December the cost of fitting this was fully covered


[image: ]MOPS has been really thriving this year with a large number of new mums attending regularly since September, and we had three more new mums join us in January. We have covered all sorts of topics such as Balancing Work and Motherhood; Meet your child where they are, not where the world expects them to be; Have More Fun; My Year of No Fear; Relationships – Working on your Togetherness, not your problems. These have been presented with a mix of MOPS Video stories, in-house speakers and guest speakers and have been really well received by the mums with comments such as “This place is like my little sanctuary”, “An amazing group run by amazing people, lots of interesting topics covered and support given”, “I don’t feel like I’m being lectured or preached at, more like I am having coffee with friends. I can’t recommend this group enough.”
Unfortunately between September and now the leadership team has diminished a bit. Mandy has returned to work so she has had to step back from MOPS Leadership. Beth has also been picking up some extra Bank shifts in her Nursing job so she hasn’t been able to take on as much as we had hoped at the start of the year. If you know of anyone who might be interested in helping at MOPS please let us know. There is a wide range of roles and not all require you to be available on a Monday morning for MOPS meetings. We are also always looking for guest speakers, so a one-off where you would lead a topic, share your stories, experience and knowledge. There are many topics that are supported by a video story from MOPS so it’s simply a case of adding to that, or you can do something from scratch. Please get in touch if this is something you would be interested in.
The exciting news is that there is the biggest and best yet MOPS UK & Ireland Conference happening on 24th -26th April and it is here in Scotland at Tulliallan Castle just 40mins from here!!!!! We are celebrating 20yrs of MOPS in the UK. This conference is for all Christian Women and all mums (in faith or not). I am part of the organising team in my voluntary role on the MOPS UK & Ireland team and I can promise you it will be a fabulous weekend. Our Keynote Speaker is the amazing Mandy Arioto, President and CEO of MOPS International who is travelling from the USA along with Sherri Crandall, Vice President of MOPS Global Ministries to be with us for the weekend. If you would like to join us for the weekend please speak to me for more info or search on Eventbrite.co.uk for MOPS Conference 2020 for all the details and to book. 
Catriona Anderson  		canderson.lpc@gmail.com
WORSHIP EVENTS
[image: 75CM]
Communion Service

Our March communion service is on Sunday 1st March at 10.30 a.m.
Sunday Services
Please note that all of our morning services are now at the earlier time of      10.30 a.m.
The times for morning services will be reviewed by the Kirk Session in June
1st Mar    10.30 a.m.  Communion   	8th Mar     10.30 a.m. Morning Service
15th Mar 10.30 a.m. Morning Service  	22nd Mar  10.30 a.m. Morning Service  
29th Mar 10.30 a.m. Family Service
5th Apr    10.30 a.m. Palm Sunday	12th Apr    10.30 a.m. Easter Sunday 
19th Apr  10.30 a.m. Morning Service	26th Apr    10.30 a.m. Family Service 
3rd May	  10.30 a.m. Morning Service	10th May  10.30 a.m. Morning Service
17th May 10.30 a.m. Morning Service	24th May  10.30 a.m. Morning Service	
31st May  10.30 a.m. Family Service	
7th June	   10.30 a.m. Communion	14th June  10.30 a.m. Morning Service
[image: free clipart jesus empty tomb #5]

Easter Services
Sunday 5th April – Palm Sunday 10.30 a.m.
Thursday 9th April – 7 p.m.  
Friday 10th April  –7 p.m.
Sunday 12th April – Easter Service 10.30 a.m.
Sunday 12th April - Easter Celebration 7 p.m.
All services in the church

Finances 2019 and 2020
We are grateful for the continuing financial commitment that members and others make to the ongoing work of the church.  Last year saw a deficit of around £500, which is manageable – however even budgeting for a slight increase in giving our budget for this year shows a deficit of £5,000.  We are keen to address this and to increase our regular giving through Freewill Offering Envelopes and Standing orders.  These regular means of income (including gift aid claimed back on them) account for two thirds of the income for the church and we saw a drop in this in 2019.
If you would like Freewill Offering Envelopes so that you can set aside some money for the work of the church on a weekly basis, please see Angela Stewart.  If you would rather give by Standing Order, pick up a mandate form at the church – or to set one up using online banking use the details below
Branch: Loanhead    Sort Code: 801742
Account: Loanhead Parish Church  Account No:  00451198
If you do set up a standing order it is helpful if you can slip a note in the treasurer’s pigeon hole at the front of the church so that we know about this.
Time to review giving
For those who already give regularly in this way, perhaps now might be a good time to review the amount you give and consider increasing this.  We tend to ask people to do this on a four year cycle and it is more than four years since we have encouraged members to do this.
GIFT AID
Thank you to all who have given me a Gift Aid Declaration form. By doing so I can reclaim 25% of all your donations to Loanhead Parish Church. Last year £10.30,663.33 was reclaimed.
Remember to tell me if you no longer pay sufficient tax.
Also I need to know if you change address, or name, or title and for these changes please complete a fresh Gift Aid Declaration form and give it to me.
Angela Stewart

[image: Image result for youth work]
Schools work
We have been in both of the schools working at both break time and lunch time. During break time we have been spending time looking at how we should live our life and that we should use Jesus as an example. Looking at topics like lying and how we treat others and how we can live this out in our lives. 
At lunch time we have been enjoying a variety of games like dodgeball, fly fly and red red river at Loanhead in the gym hall. In Paradykes we have moved rooms and are now in an empty classroom. There we have played games like wink murder, Chinese whispers and charades although we need to work on how they play charades. 
During our discussion time we have looked at many stories from Zacchaeus to the woman at the well. During this time the children enjoy answering the questions, taking part in discussion but also asking questions.
Connect (Friday Nights)
We have been running on a Friday night up until The Christmas holidays with us using different movie clips. After the movie clip we look at a bible passage that links with the movie and have a discussion on the bible passage. Numbers have been low on a Friday with the most regulars being our older youth who help out. After this we have decided to review what we do and look to revamp our youth work.
After meeting with the older youth (s3-s5) during the Christmas holidays they gave us some ideas about what would work for them and how we could provide spaces for them to grow in their faith. We have an idea of where this may go but no set plan so hopefully by the next magazine we will have a clearer picture of what the youth work looks like.
Alan
[image: Image result for louise purden bonnyrigg]Ordination of Louise Purden
Louise, who was with us as a student in 2017/18 was ordained and inducted to Bonnyrigg Parish Church on 23rd January this year.  She is pictured here with her husband Richard and their children, nine year old Ryan and seven year old Christina.
 
“I am excited. I have spent all this time preparing and getting as equipped for the challenges that lie ahead as possible: first the pressure of exams and challenges of essays at Edinburgh University, then really get my teeth into some of the aspects of ministry during my time as a probationer at St John’s and King’s Park church in Dalkeith. But the reality is that you have just no idea what challenges are going to be thrown at you; you have no idea what life will really look like. It feels a bit like having children for the first time. You try to prepare yourself and you try to get ready, but there is no way that you can really prepare yourself for those sleepless nights and those demands that will be placed on you.
There is a sense of expectancy and hopefulness – for me and my whole family. My husband is enormously supportive and my children are completely on-board and ready for the move too. It feels like something that we are doing as a unit – it’s very much not just my thing. It is our thing.”
Please pray for Louise and her family as they settle into a new home and a new church family at Bonnyrigg.



[image: Image result for lent reflections]

LENT REFLECTIONS
Wednesday 18th March, Wednesday 25th March
Thursday 2nd April 
Wednesday 8th April.
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Four evenings in the run up to Easter– an opportunity to stop and journey with Jesus and reflect on our own journey with him.
Feel free to come along to these as you are able – or come to the first evening as a “taster!”
Led by the minister these will offer space to reflect on a passage of scripture, share together and use what are called “spiritual exercises” – guided reflections on a passage of scripture and reflective prayer.  
During the four weeks we will follow the pattern of Spiritual Exercises that Ignatius calls his Principle and Foundation.  More information is below.  
Ignatius was a Spanish soldier wounded in battle in 1521. During his long and painful recovery, he reflected deeply on his ultimate desires, learning to discern between desires that were grounded in vanity and those that were grounded in holiness. After coming face to face with his own sinfulness and God’s grace and mercy, he left behind his life as a soldier and dedicated his life to God. He concluded that this personal experience of God could be experienced by all people through the practice of the spiritual exercises he himself had engaged in. The result is the Spiritual Exercises, designed to help people to experience a deepening experience of God in their daily lives.
Week one: Starting with the story of the Prodigal son, the focus of the first week is on God’s unconditional love, our failure to respond generously to that love and God’s call to return to him.
Week two: the focus of the second week is to reflect on the person and life of Christ so that we may freely choose to love him and follow him more closely and faithfully.
Week three: the focus of the third week is on the Passion and death of Jesus so as to share in and identify more closely with his suffering and to deepen our commitment to him.
Week four: the focus of the fourth week is to grow in desire for Jesus to reveal the joy of his Resurrection and to embrace this joy as the foundation of our call to share in Christ’s mission.



Fresh Expressions of Church
Fresh Expressions of church provide opportunities for people to gather together for Christian worship and fellowship out with the format of a traditional church worship setting.  At the moment we are thinking of exploring two forms of Fresh Expression.
Firstly, Forest Church, where (as the name suggests) people meet in the outdoors but include in the time they share together some Christian reflections and worship.  
Secondly, Cafe Church, with a much more informal style and discussion round tables following a talk.  The music in a cafe church setting is often provided by someone performing rather than communal singing.  Costa at Straiton are willing to host us for this on a Sunday evening.
We may try a Forest Church or Cafe Church event over the next few months to see how it goes and to see whether we can engage some people for whom Sunday morning services aren’t a good “fit.”

Fabric Work
With buildings the size we have, there is always ongoing maintenance work required.  We are incredibly fortunate to have Eric Monteith who keeps an eye on the buildings for us and carries out a lot of the work that is required to keep everything running well.  Our thanks are due to him.
Unfortunately his skill set does not run to roof repairs and the time has come to complete some ongoing repairs to the church roof – replacing some slates and some of the lead work.  We are going to be getting quotes for this work – but it is remedial work, ensuring that the roof is in good order rather than waiting until we have a problem
We also need to check the electrics in the church and may need to do some upgrading work on this over the coming years.
Notice Boards
We are planning to replace the notice boards at the front of the church over the next few months.  We did think about installing a digital display but the cost is prohibitive!  If you would be willing to be involved in choosing the new noticeboard speak to Eric Monteith or Catriona Anderson.
[image: Image result for junior church]
To start on a personal note, for those who don’t know, I retired from Junior Church at the end of last year after the Nativity.  I had been a teacher/leader for just over 30 years and felt it was time to hand over the reins.  It really doesn’t feel it was for so many years and I would like to thank everyone for all their support over the years and a special thanks for the lovely flowers and gift I received on Nativity Sunday. 
I will not be putting my feet up though!  Session Clerk duties keep me busy now.
We are fortunate that Laura Anderson and Suzanne Mills have come forward to help.  Jane and Louise are mentoring them at present and I think they too hope to take a back seat in the near future! Sarah, Alan and Fiona are of course also in the team.  I am informed the Laura and Suzanne are getting on really well.
From the start of the year the Junior Church are now coming into church at the start of the service rather than the end. This is to give the children a more consistent format rather than changing some weeks from the end of the service to the start as it was previously.  It also means that the lessons don’t have to be rushed so much as they don’t need to keep an eye on the clock for going back into church.
Numbers have been very good so far this year with an average of 15 children every week. 
I wish the new team all the best and I feel sure the nurturing of faith in our children will be in good hands.
Margaret Hurst
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Dear Friends
Back in October I was able to enjoy a week’s study leave in Los Angeles, taking part with a group of 20 churches in a Growing young event hosted by Fuller Youth institute.  The weather a far cry from that I am looking out my window at just now, with the wind and snow of Storm Ciara.    Hopefully the weather will pick up as spring approaches and the storms and winds will begin to abate.
What struck me most during my time away though was not the warmth of the sunshine (although it was very pleasant) but the warmth of the welcome we received from the people there.  There is something about the Scottish accents that they seemed to love.  So much so that one of the pastors asked me to record a message for his daughter-in-law-to-be so that she could hear an authentic Scottish accent.  I didn’t think my accent was very pronounced – clearly I was wrong!  Whether it was the accent or not though, that sense of being hospitable and welcoming was pronounced and deeply appreciated.
The second thing that struck me was the way that people in the churches in the US were trying to work through exactly the same issues as we are in Scotland.
They, like us, are finding that young people are not connecting with church in the way they used to and are looking to what needs to be done to change that.    Whilst this is cold comfort in many ways for us, it gave a real confidence about working with them on the Growing Young programme later this year and into 2021.  They aren’t a bunch of people who “know it all” but are working through what we are – and are willing to journey with us in this.
From September then, we will be part of a group of over 20 churches in Scotland working with Fuller on using and adapting the Growing Young material in Scotland.  We’ll be joined by Gorebridge, Dalkeith: St John’s & Kingspark, North Berwick: St Andrew Blackadder (Douglas Hamilton’s home congregation) and churches from as far north as Inverurie, as far south as Dumfries.  It even looks like we will be joined by the congregation of the incoming moderator of the General Assembly, Martin Fair, which should help to bring a profile to all that we will be doing. 

[image: Image result for multigenerational church]I want to highlight again though that the Growing Young programme is not simply about work with young people but about the whole shape of church life - and making changes that will somehow bring benefits to all of us.  In particular to see that the focus is not on having more young people and pushing out those of other generations but seeking to build a church that is truly inter generational.  
I cannot stress this enough and I am aware that this is something we will need to work on.  Valuing young people should not mean undervaluing others and we need to make sure that we value one another across the generations.  Discovering that we all benefit from being part of a church that is shaped with the characteristics of churches that are “growing young.” This will mean being intentional in what we do, being gracious towards one another as we work through this - with Jesus at the centre. 
This above all else then will be what holds us together – a love for Christ and a love for one another.  Something that Paul sought to instil and encourage in every church he founded and runs through so many of the letters he wrote:
Be always humble, gentle and patient.  Show your love by being tolerant with one another.  Do your best to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives by means of the peace that binds you together.  Ephesians 4 v’s 2,3
I pray that as we work our way through the Growing Young material that this will be at the forefront of all that we do.  That we will grow together as well as grow younger.  
Tod Bolsinger, author of Canoeing the mountains and someone whose input I have valued over the last few years was once asked “Do you take the mountain, or do you look after granny?”  His reply was this:
“Take the mountain.”  Then after a pause he added, “and take Granny with you.”  I remember the lump in my throat when I heard that for the first time.  May God give us the grace we need to travel well together.
Yours in Christ



Baptism
25th August 2019 Matthew Mills, son of Ryan and Suzanne
Weddings
29th June  	Kerry Muir & Mark Halcrow	
20th July 	Richard Anderson & Laura Grandison
27th July 	Joyce Coutts & George Templeton
2nd Aug 	Samantha Knox & Greig McKenzie
19th Oct 	Christian Fairbairn & Denise Gallacher
Funerals
17th May    George Robinson		1st June      Peter Collins
6th June	     Stephen Brind		10th June   Jessie McKenzie
16th June   Gordon Liddle
5th July	     Jennifer Robertson		17th July     Ann Brown	
22nd July    Owen Simpson		26th July     Gerald Burns
7th Aug      Anna Tulloch			7th Aug       Brian Bain 
8th Aug      John Archibald		14th Aug     Betty Matheson	
25th Aug    Marilyn Archibald		
6th Sep	    Duncan Phillips		9th Sep	     John Peacock 
17th Sep	    Grace Davidson 		18th Sep	     Sheila Inch
25th Sep	     Jean Frame			30th Sep	     Isabella Munro
25th Oct	    Molly Rollo
8th Nov	    Myrle Minors			8th Nov	     Jean Johnston 		
13th Nov    Sally Pincott			14th Nov     Alex Cherrie 
19th Nov    Bill McGruer 			29th Nov     Margaret (Mags) Thomson
18th Dec    Jessie Hope (Notman)	 20th Dec     Jeanie Anderson (Cherrie) 
30th Dec    James White			29th Dec     Betty Gray (Green)
6th Jan       Juergen Graesing		8th Jan         Hilary Abbott 	
13th Jan     Cynthia Watson		14th Jan      Thomas Taylor 
15th Jan      Julie Archibald		16th Jan      Raymond Johnston
16th Jan      Richard(Ricky) Lambert	31st Jan       Ian Smart
3rd Feb       Jean Murray			3rd Feb       William Rutherford 
5th Feb	     Betty Porteous		12th Feb	      Jean Wheeler
17th Feb     Linda Archibald
CONTACT  MARCH 2020
LOANHEAD PARISH CHURCH                                                                                                                   
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Minister: Rev Graham Duffin B.Sc, B.D., Dip. Ed.     0131 448 2459

Session Clerk   	 Margaret Hurst     		0131 440 1005                                  
Pastoral Assistant       Mary Millan			0131 440 1624
Clerk to Board             Laura Williamson    
Treasurer                    Anne Allard                           0131 448 2899                                    
Organist                      Margaret Harkness               0131 440 3649   
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)
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an event for the whole family
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He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Matthew 28:6
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Youth and Children’s Work
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