DATES FOR YOUR

Sunday 01 September - 10.30am
Communion Service

Saturday 07 September - 6.30pm
Quiz Night II - details inside

Sunday 08 September - 10.30am
Morning Service

Sunday 15 September - 10.30am
Morning Service — led by Michael McMullin

Sunday 22 September - 10.30am
Guild Dedication Service

Sunday 29 September - 10.30am
Harvest Thanksgiving (Family Service)

Sunday 06 October 2024 - 10.30am
Morning service - Blessing of Mya Smith
(Rwanda Lunch after service)

Sunday 13 October - 10.30am
Morning Service

Sunday 20 October - 10.30am
Morning Service - Blessing of Ryleigh Field

Sunday 27 October - 10.30am
Youth Dedication Service

Sunday 03 November - 10.30am
Morning Service

Sunday 10 November - 11.15am
Remembrance Sunday Service

Sunday 17 November - 10.30am
Morning Service

Sunday 24 November - 10.30am
Family Service

Sunday 01 December 2024 - 10.30am
Communion Service



S\ /O

loanhead
parish church

INNEWS

creating a place for everyone

SEPTEMBER 2024




From the Manse

Dear Friends,

It seems like no time at all since | was writing my letter for the June magazine, looking forward
to a summer with a slower pace and opportunity to take some time off. Things haven’t quite
worked out that way as | was involved in leading a holiday club at Roslin Church and have
been preparing a module for Church of Scotland Learning on “Navigating Your Way Through
Change - understanding how to manage change in the context of congregational life.”
However, both have been stimulating - and the latter is returning to work | have done
previously, helping churches in the process of change. Something every church is grappling
with at the moment.

In preparing this | spoke with Peter Neilson, who authored the Church without Walls report
for the church in 2001. Peter is recording one of our films with the title, “Walking with God”
and in putting that together Peter will be outlining three things.

1. A Slow walk - don't panic, aim for being "less anxious than others in the room”, build a
rhythm of prayer, recognise the importance of silence.

2. A Long walk - we are joining a procession that dates back to Abraham, Moses and others,
and looks ahead to the New Creation; we are always an interim church.

3. A Pilgrimage Walk - we may have a destination in mind, but pilgrimage is about our
transformation on the way. We need to be open to God doing this work in us.

As | spoke with Peter about this, | sensed the importance of all three of these in my own life
but also in the life of the church at Loanhead. It spoke to me of less anxiety and more trust.
Of recognising how God has us, holds us and shapes us. It spoke of how the work that we are
about is God’s and that looking to him for this and in this gives us a fresh perspective.

All of this takes nothing away from the hard work we have to do and changes we need to
continue to make in church life. But it no longer rests completely on us - instead it reminds
us that we are partnering with God; a God whom we can trust and a Saviour who walks with
us.

As we start a new session together | look forward to journeying together with you into what

God has for us in the year ahead.

Yours in Christ’s service,
Graham Duffin




Harvest
Thanksgiving
Service

Our Harvest Thanksgiving
Service this year is on
Sunday 29th September.
There will be an opportunity
to make a donation to our
community outreach fund,
which is used to support
local families throughout the
year.

Youth
Dedication
Service

Our Youth Dedication service
this year will be on Sunday
27th October. This gives us a
great opportunity to
celebrate the work that goes
on with youth and children in
different ways around the
church and to pray for our
youngsters along with their
leaders.

Remembrance
Sunday

On Sunday 10th November
our morning service will start
at 11.15 a.m. to accommodate
the service at the war
memorial at 11 a.m.

Bible Readings

Daily Bible Readings are on
the Church website for any
who would like to follow.

Leslie is happy to hear any
feedback or qguestions
which can be sent to
ImsIims@hotmail.co.uk.

Happy Reading!

Introducing our Probationer
Mlnlster - Mlchael McMullin

Michael McMullin will be joining
us from the beginning of
September for the final part of his
training as a Minister.

Prior to starting training as a

minister, Michael worked full-time
with the church in Gorgie, Dalry,
Stenhouse as a Community
Outreach Worker and then with
# Craigmillar Park, Priestfield and
Reid Memorial as a Mission Development Worker.

Michael has been serving as Locum at Roslin Church over
the summer and will be with us full-time for 12 - 15 months.

Regional Praise Night

We hosted a Praise Night and Barbeque on Sunday 11th
August. We were incredibly fortunate with the weather,
which allowed us to congregate out in the park before
coming inside to share together. Fraser Edwards from
Innerleithen, Traquair & Walkerburn reminded us of the
need to slow down and spend time with God.

A timely word!

The next Praise Night is at Peebles: St Andrews Leckie on
Sunday 6th October at 7pm.




% RWANDA

It’s over a decade since our wee group was set up to support children and families in
Rwanda through prayer, financial and practical support.

Now 10 years on we have, with the grateful support of sponsors, the church and
individual donors helped to send children to school, provided goats and rabbits in
communities, paid rents and medical health care, mended houses damaged in floods,
helped Mamas set up a cooperative and so much more.

Six of our sponsored children will have completed 3 years of secondary education by
summer 2025. Beyond that stage school fees or costs to cover vocational training
rise steeply.

Families have been informed that their children were unlikely to be sponsored beyond
S3 and we will look for ways to continue supporting all currently sponsored children
including Jessica and Denis to this stage.

Our next planned event is a soup lunch following the morning service on Sunday 6
October and we encourage you to stay and share lunch and fellowship. We will also
have a sales table of houseplants and a donation plate on the day in case you are
unable to stay but would like to support us. Donations can also be made at any time
of your choice.

If you'd like to know more about our work or how you can help, please speak to me,
or to Bronwen Ryalls, Jean Christie, Hilary Waddell or Margaret Anderson.

Thanks for your support

Mary Millan

New Members Course

A course for those interested in
thinking about formally becoming a
church member is going to be running
on Wednesday evenings in the small
hall, starting on Wednesday 9th
October. We’'ll be thinking through
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus
and how being a part of the church
family helps us in our walk with Him.

If you or anyone you know is interested,
please speak to the minister.




Fellowship / Discipleship Groups

In the Autumn our small groups are going to be using new material developed by the
Bible Society based on Pauls’ letter to the Romans. It is similar in format to the Bible
Course which the groups completed last session.

It is a ten-session programme which tackles ten big themes found in the book of
Romans which are key to understanding the Christian faith:

¢ Gospel - How can we become confident in our faith?
¢ Sin - What's wrong with the world?

¢ Salvation - What's so amazing about grace?

¢ Peace - How can we find rest in a stressful world?

e Freedom - How can we avoid negative cycles?

¢ Hope - What has God promised?

¢ Mystery - If God is sovereign, what is our role?

¢ Devotion - How can we live full on for God?

¢ Community - How can we live together in love?

¢ Mission - How can we be ambitious with the gospel?

The minister of one church who have completed the course says:

We did a base-line quiz on people’s knowledge of Romans before we started the
course, and it wasn’t great. Now, the vast majority know how many chapters there are,
who wrote it, what the purpose of it is. So that’s great from a teaching point of view.
It’s building confidence in Bible knowledge, and we can encourage each other because
we are all doing it together.

Please do consider joining a small group for this course - speak to any of the group
leaders, the minister or Amy Pickering for more details.

¢ Tuesday 11.45am-12:45pm led by Catriona Anderson at Polton Vale.
¢ Tuesday 7:30pm led by Graham Duffin at the Manse

¢ Tuesday 7:30 pm led by Jane Duffin at a home in Loanhead

* Wednesday 7.30 pm at Tom & Jackie Easton’s

¢ Thursday 7:30 pm led by Kirsteen Rawcliffe in the small hall

¢ Possibly a group led by Michael McMullin. Details to be confirmed.

Charting the way ahead

A small leadership group were delegated by the Kirk Session to do some work on how
we shape the future of the church at Loanhead. As a first step the group have sought
to clarify what we are about as a church and have expanded our strapline to create
something more substantial:

Creating a place for everyone
- a community encountering Jesus; growing in faith; nurtured in life

We will share a bit more about this in our services on Sundays 22nd & 29th September
- with a simple, small questionnaire that we will be asking people to fill in. This will
help us explore how well we are truly building a church where these three elements are
seen and how we can improve.




22 | oanhead Guild

The 2024-25 session will see us begin our new strategy “Let us build a house”. Over
the next 3 years we will follow the themes:-

e 2024-25 Sure Foundations
e 2025-26 Living Stones
« 2026-27 Beyond the Walls

We continue to meet at 2pm on the second Tuesday of the month in the church hall.

We kick off the new session on Tuesday 10 September with a presentation by Maurice
Gallagher, a local beekeeper. Maurice will bring some tasty honey for sale at the
meeting.

Our own minister, Rev Graham Duffin, will be our speaker on the theme on Tuesday 8
October.

The South of Scotland Golden Eagle Project has been helping reinforce the small,
isolated and vulnerable population of one of Scotland’s iconic species in the Scottish
Borders and Dumfries & Galloway. Join us on Tuesday 12 November when Philip Munro
will inform us of this amazing project.

Capitation fees for 2024-25 have been set at £16. This entitles members to attend any
Guild meeting, anywhere in Scotland, at no further cost! But you don’t need to
become a member - if one of our meetings piques your interest, please come along
and join us as a visitor. A warm welcome and the obligatory cuppa awaits anyone who
would like to come.

In May this year | intimated that | would step down as Convenor at the 2025 AGM, but
before then, there is much to be shared and enjoyed together.

WHOSE WE ARE AND WHOM WE SERVE

Mary Millan

The Leprosy Mission

Many thanks to our riends in Loanhead who supported The Leprosy Mission by buying
our last quiz book. We raised £195 which was fantastic. The winner was Alex
Hutchinson from Penicuik. Please look out for our latest one, “Hit’s of the 50’s (songs
you heard in your pram)”

With thanks from Roberta Mackenzie



Football Camp

This years football camp was another great
success and we even got dry and sunny
weather.

There were around 38 kids each day who
attended and the format was the same as
previous years with passing, dribbling and
shooting drills and various games and
challenges.

During the water break each day we had
the opportunity to share with the children.
This year we focused on the story of
Joseph and how God was by his side
through both the good times and the bad.

On the last day we told the children that, as
Christians, God is with us in the good times
and the bad an that, just like Joseph
forgave his brothers when they did wrong,
God forgives us too. The children each day
had a chance to have a discussion each day
with their group leader.

We then finished each day with the choice
of football tournaments or fun games like
dodgeball, mountains and volcanoes and
parachute games.

Once again thanks to the group of
volunteers who helped make the week so
much fun for the children as without them
the week wouldn’t happen.

Stage & Slam

We took a group of young people over
from Loanhead to Stage & Slam run by
Gorebridge Parish Church. This was agreat
opportunity to meet with other young
people from the area.

The highlight was ‘Clan Wars’ that everyone
took part in. At night there was an
opportunity to listen to a talk each evening
and then share in discussion around what
had been shared.

We plan to use this as the catalyst to begin
something similar in Loanhead with us
shaping something around this group with
us exploring what that will look like and
build on the relationships that have begun
over the summer.

Thanks to both Laura and Kyle who
supported this group for the whole week
by going over to Gorebridge with them.
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>the adventure begins here ,
Due to health reasons, Jane Davidson has had to stand down as Captain of the Boys’
Brigade Company in Loanhead. We are grateful for all that she has done and for her
willingness to continue to support the company with administration.

The Kirk Session have agreed to appoint Daniel McHale as the new Captain for 1Ist
Loanhead. We are grateful for his willingness to serve in this way and the enormous
commitment he has shown in all of the work he has already done and has now taken
on. We assure him of our prayers and support.

John Sturgeon and Kyle Anderson have been promoted from Warrant Officer to
Lieutenants.

Shoe Box Appeal 2024

Since the first Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal in 1993, 2.6 million boxes - each one
different, each one personal, each one an expression of care and kindness towards a
stranger in need have been sent.

This year we will again take part in the appeal, and there are different ways in which
you might want to be involved. You can

¢ donate an empty shoe box

e donate Christmas wrapping paper

¢ donate items to help fill a shoe box

¢ donate towards the cost of transportation (the cost of sending a container load of
shoe boxes to Eastern Europe can be up to £7000)

» come and join us in the church hall from 1- 3 pm on Mondays 02/09/23/30
September and help fill boxes together before enjoying a cuppa

Please ask if you require any further information.
If you would prefer to fill your own shoe box, please ask for a leaflet (available now).

ALL FILLED SHOE BOXES MUST BE RETURNED TO THE CHURCH BY SUNDAY 13
OCTOBER IN TIME FOR UPLIFT AND ONWARD TRANSPORTATION.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY.

Mary Millan




Parish Grouping / Future Union
The elders and office bearers of the churches in the area are currently working on a paper
for Presbytery about the future of Loanhead, Bilston and Roslin. The current Presbytery Plan
envisages a union between the churches fairly soon.

Whilst the parish grouping has been positive, the office bearers are not convinced that now
is the time for a union and the paper being worked on reflects this view. Pressing the “pause”
button would also give an opportunity for Roslin Church to nurture a closer partnership with
Rosslyn Chapel and to see what develops from that.

Gift Aid

Gift Aid is a UK government scheme that allows charities to claim 25p of basic rate tax for
every £1 donated by a UK taxpayer. This means that the donation is effectively increased by
25% at no extra cost to the donor. For example, a donation of £10 becomes £12.50 with Gift
Aid.

As a church, this makes a huge difference - last year alone we were able to claim almost
£14,000 through this scheme.

Our thanks are due to Angela Stewart who, for many years, has been our Gift Aid Convener.
Angela did meticulous work to make sure that we could maximise our claim every year and
we deeply appreciate all that she has done. lan Gillespie, who has been involved in inspecting
the church accounts, has taken on this responsibility going forward.

If you are a tax payer and haven’t signed up to this yet, please do. You can pick up a form in
the vestibule of the church - or email iangillespie77@gmail.com It doesn’t cost you anything
but significantly impacts on our income.

Offering Envelopes / Standing Orders

If you would like a set of envelopes to set aside an offering each week to bring to
church, please speak to Margaret Hurst.

Alternatively, you might consider giving through your bank. Standing Order forms are
in the vestibule at the church - or you can set one up through your online banking app.
Email jackieeastonlpc@gmail.com for details.

Quiz Night Il

There are still a handful of tickets left for the second quiz night of the year which takes
place on the evening of Saturday, 07 September in the Church Hall.

Our last quiz night held in March was a great success - so much so that we were
scurrying around to add more tables before we got started. Over sixty people took part
and there was lots of food brought for our grazing table and over £300 was raised for
the church.

Tickets are priced at £3 for adults with kids going free. You are welcome to bring your
own drinks (beer wine and fizz only please - no spirits). Please speak to Paul, Audrey or
Margaret Anderson for more information.



Pastoral Care

On May 20th 'The Good Old Days' came to
Loanhead and we gathered in our finery
'down at our own Old Bull and Bush' for
afternoon tea and to be entertained with
music, recitation and corny jokes!

The Pastoral Care group meets again in a
couple of weeks but one person won't be
there. After 30 years Ann Saunderson has
officially retired. | cannot begin to count the
number of people who have felt the warmth
of her pastoral care and we thank her so
much for it all.

You will note that | said "officially retired”
but we all know that she won't stop caring
and that wherever she is she'll be "there for
us".

As always, please let us know if you, or
anyone you know, would appreciate a
pastoral visit.

Alison Chalmers

Supper Evening and Stewardship Campaign

Over the Autumn we are planning to have a focus on Stewardship, which will include
holding a Stewardship Supper. Details are not yet finalised but invitations will follow as
soon as these are made. This will give us an opportunity to outline some of the plans we
have going forward - and to invite everyone in the congregation to play their part in the
life and worship of the church.

As part of this, we will be encouraging members and others to review their regular giving
to the church. It is now ten years since we had a focus like this and our experience in the
past has been that members and others have willingly given for the work and witness of
the church when the need is known. We are confident that this time will be no different.
We will also be spending some time encouraging folk around the church to think of the
gifts (talents) they have and how they might be used within the church.

We look forward to sharing with you in this.

Roslin Holiday Club

For three weeks over the summer, the minister led a team to run a holiday club for primary
age children two days a week at Roslin. Glen McDonald and Olivia Brownsell were also
involved, alongside volunteers from Roslin Church and Rosslyn Chapel.  With 10 -12
children there most days this was a “first” for Roslin and it proved to be lots of fun, giving
an opportunity to get to know the children and their parents as well as share something
about our faith with them.

To follow this up, a monthly group meeting after school will be starting in September.



Finances

There are no major
developments in the finances
of the church, with income
and expenditure on budget
for the first part of the year.
However we have been
projecting a deficit of around
£3,500 for 2024 - this before
adding in the expenditure on
roof repairs (see opposite).

Temporary Repair to Roof

All of this highlights the need
to us to do some work to
increase our income as a
congregation - the majority
of which comes from regular
giving of members and
others.

Following a leak in the west side of the church roof some
emergency repairs were completed along with a survey of

Creche

We have re-started our
creche on Sunday mornings,
meeting in the small hall.

Parents can take their
children through before the
service starts, or when the
youngsters go next door for
Junior Church.

Kirk Session
The next meeting of the Kirk
Session is Wednesdaty 02

the whole roof.

Following this, the Kirk Session have approved expenditure
on repairs to the roof and some stonework, which we hope
will be completed over the next few months. The cost of
this work, including the emergency repairs already carried
out, is likely to be around £10,000.

The Kirk Session is also considering whether to complete
further roof and stonework repairs work at the same time.
These are not urgent in nature but would require to be
completed over the next few years. Completing this work
now would deplete our reserves but we are aware that it
may be more cost effective to do all of the work now.

October.

Interns

We received a grant to employ an Intern over the Parish Grouping for a few weeks over the
summer. This gave us an opportunity to employ Glen McDonald to help lead a holiday club
at Roslin and Kyle Anderson to take a group of teenagers from Loanhead to a week long
“Stage N Slam” event at Gorebridge. You’ll read about those elsewhere - but in a report for
Presbytery on the Interns Scheme the minister wrote:

Whilst we might have run the two events whether we had funding for Interns or not, we

would probably not have given them the levels of responsibility we did, had we not been
paying them. This included being involved or taking responsibility for planning rather than
just turning up, which gave them a deeper insight into what running church groups and
activities involves. Both we and they benefitted from that - and there is much potential
long-term benefit in seeing these two young men grow into leadership in new ways.

As a result, the money is not just invested in the events or activities that have run but in
supporting the development of a new generation of leaders.




