
NOVEMBER 2024

Saturday 30 November - 10am - 12pm 
Christmas Fayre and Santa’s Grotto (see inside) 

 
Saturday 30 November - 7pm 

Praise Night - Gorebridge 
 

Sunday 01 December - 10.30am 
Communion Service 

 
Sunday 01 December - 2.00pm 

Memorial Service for the Bereaved 
 

Friday 06 & Saturday 07 December - 2.30pm -5.30pm 
BYOB Christmas Afternoon Tea (see inside) 

 
Sunday 08 December - 10.30am 

Second Sunday in Advent - Baptism of Willow Hoggan 
 

Sunday 15 December - 10.30am 
Third Sunday in Advent - Carols and Readings, with McTaggart Scott Brass Band 

 
Sunday 22 December - 10.30am 

Fourth Sunday in Advent - Scratch Nativity followed by Christmas Party 
 

Sunday 22 December - 6.30pm 
Christingle Service at Bilston 

 
Tuesday 24 December - 4.00pm 

Christingle Service (arrive early to ensure a seat) 
 

Tuesday 24 December - 11.30pm 
Watchnight Service 

 
Wednesday 25 December - 10.30am 

Christmas Day Service 
 

Sunday 29 December - 10.30am 
Morning Service 

 
Saturday 22 February - time tbc 

Day retreat to Heriot Watt Chaplaincy (see inside) 
 



Dear friends, 
 
The last few months have been busy in church life, with a number of Baptisms and Blessings, 
Harvest Thanksgiving, our Youth Dedication Service and Remembrance Sunday all packed in.  
During October and November we have also been running a Stewardship Campaign – focussing 
on how we use our time, talents and money for the work of the church in the world.  As part of 
that we have run a Supper Evening and Stewardship Lunch and in our morning services have 
studied the story of Nehemiah. 
 
As we have done that, I have really enjoyed unpacking the story week by week and being 
reminded of the way that each person played their part as they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.  
The whole venture speaks of a team effort.  Just what we need today! 
 
In all of that though we also see a deep reliance upon God and Nehemiah constantly turning to 
prayer.  He recognises that they need to deepen their walk and trust in Him. 
 
Much, then, for us to learn from their example – and if you weren’t at the Supper Evening or 
Lunch I hope you will take the time to read through the page on our stewardship campaign and 
how you can play your part in the work and witness of the church. 
 
Alongside all of this we have been running a course for a group of nine people considering 
church membership and we look forward to welcoming them into membership early in 2025.  
It has been encouraging to work with them and to support them in their faith journey. 
 
This edition of the church magazine also looks forward and catches some of what is planned 
over the run up to Christmas and at Christmas itself, with lots of information about events, 
activities and services over this period.  I hope there is something there that catches your 
imagination and look forward to sharing with you over the next month. 
 
In all this, I pray that our faith will be stirred in new ways as we celebrate the birth of Christ.  
Emmanuel – God with us. 
 
Yours in Christ 
Graham Duffin 

From the Manse

Fancy a Christmas celebration with the girls? 
 

We have a fabulous budget friendly option for you; our BYOB Christmas  
Afternoon Tea on Friday 06 or Saturday 07 December between 2.30pm and 5.30pm. 

 
Tickets are just £12.50 per person and can be purchased by speaking to   

Audrey or Catriona or booked online by scanning the QR code. 
 We will serve sandwiches, 

scones and sweet treats along 
with unlimited tea and coffee. 

You may bring your own wine, 
fizz or soft drinks.



Community Outreach Update 
The Community Outreach Group is busy preparing for our Mission Christmas 2024!  
This year’s appeal will have a new format with 2 key aims; ensuring that we are reaching 
everyone in our community who requires help and providing appropriate gifts that suit the 
age and interests of the children who will receive them. As part of our new approach we 
won’t require support with delivering gifts this year but will be looking for volunteers 
available during the week of the 16th December. If you would like to know more about how 
you can get involved please speak to Caroline Brownsell.  
 
Our gift appeal wouldn’t be possible without the kind donations of gifts and money we 
receive. If you would like to buy a gift this year for a child aged 0-15 please bring it along to 
church any  Sunday morning between now and  the 15th December  or look out for our 
donation drop box in the library. We ask that gifts are left unwrapped to allow us to sort 
and distribute them appropriately. 
 
If you wish to make a money donation the outreach group bank details are as follows:  
 
Account Name: Loanhead Parish Church Community Outreach Fund 
Sort Code: 80-22-60 
Account Number: 10027465 
 
Thank you for your continued support.

This year we were projecting a deficit of £6,500 for the year - one of the reasons for holding a 
Stewardship campaign.  By the end of October the deficit had closed to £4,000, however this is 
mainly due to Alan Duffin reducing his hours and then withdrawing from his role as Youth & 
Children’s Worker. 
 
This does not include the £10,000 for the repairs to the roof – which will be drawn from reserves. 
 
Looking ahead, we are aware that we need a 20-25% increase in giving to be able to plan forward 
in the way that we would like and to “pay our way.”  However, we recognise that some people will 
not be able to increase their giving and we don’t want anyone to feel guilty about this.  Others will 
hopefully be able to balance this by increasing their giving by more than this - or by starting to 
give regularly by standing order. 
 
If you want details about giving by envelope or standing order please let us know.  
 
If you are a tax payer and give regularly do not forget to sign a Gift Aid Form.  We receive an extra 
25p for every £1 from HMRC. 

Finance Update

This holiday season, immerse yourself in a 
unique retelling of the Christmas story - 
where the real message of Christmas is 
brought back to the forefront, exactly 
where it belongs.  
 
Join others from the church for an 
unforgettable evening of celebration. If you 
would like to come along then please order 
your own ticket (for the Upper Circle). If 
you would like to sit with others from the 
church and/or have food together 
beforehand then just let Amy Pickering 
(07815 769184) know you have a ticket so 
she can organise food/seating 
arrangements.    

Origin Scotland Christmas 
Event

The Mission & Discipleship Working Group 
will be running a new Alpha course from 
February 2025 and would appreciate your 
prayers and encouragement as we make 
plans and anticipate who will join us this 
year.  
 
If you know of anyone who you think would 
be interested in attending then why not 
start planting the seed and mentioning that 
a new course will be starting after 
Christmas? You could also let Catriona 
Anderson know and we can ensure they 
receive communications about the course 
and put them at ease about what to expect. 

New Alpha Course to start 
in February 2025

Over the last couple of years we have had a 
script for a Nativity Service and invited 
people of all ages to come to the service 
dressed up to take part. This year we are 
planning to do the same thing all over 
again – so come along and join us dressed 
up as a shepherd, wise man, angel, inn 
keeper, Mary or Joseph. Or push the boat 
out and come as a sheep or donkey. It gave 
us a great way of reminding everyone about 
the story that lies at the heart of Christmas

Join us for our Scratch Nativity on  
Sunday 22 December



Session Clerk Update 
November already and we are into the 
longer dark days. The lovely autumn 
colours have served to remind us of God’s 
beautiful creation. 
 
It has been a busy time round church with 
all the groups starting up again back in 
September. 
 
It was good to welcome Michael, our 
probationer minister.  He will be with us for 
the next 15 months as the last part of his 
training as a minister.  I am sure he will be 
a great help to Graham while he is with us 
and I am sure too he will have a worthy 
tutor in Graham. 
 
Our second Quiz Night was again a great 
success and he must thank Paul for all the 
work he puts into setting these and being 
our quizmaster. 
 
It has been very heartening to have seen 
several Blessings and Christenings in the 
church over the last few months and to 
have a number of younger families joining 
us each week.   
 
The next two months will be a busy time as 
we look forward to celebrating Christ’s 
birth.   
 
As you will see from the diary on the back 
page there are several events and services 
planned and I hope that you will manage to 
join us for some of those. 
 
As ever I thank you all for your continued 
support. 
 
May I send you too best wishes for the 
coming Christmas season. 
 
Blessings to you all, 
Margaret Hurst 

Christmas Party 

Following our Nativity service on 22 
December we are planning a Christmas 
Party for all ages. Join us for something to 
eat and then some party games – with a 
visit from Santa to round things off. 
 
Christingle Service - Bilston 
Last year we had our first Christingle 
service at Bilston and are repeating this 
on Sunday 22nd December at 6.30pm 
 
Christingle and Watchnight 
Services 

We are back to holding a single 
Christingle service this year which will 
take place on Christmas Eve at 4pm. Our 
Watchnight Service will take place on 
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm.  
 
There are no bookings required for the 
Christingle or Watchnight Services. Just 
turn up – but come early if you want a 
good seat at the Christingle service! 
 
After Church Activities on 
Sunday 29 December 
Stay on after the service for tea and 
coffee, then some Board games, along 
with lunch.  A relaxing opportunity to 
share together. 

On Saturday 30 November between 10am and 12pm we will be holding our 
Christmas Fayre.  

 
Tickets are priced at £3 for adults (kids free)  which includes a hot drink  

and mince pie. 
 

Entry to Santa’s Grotto is £2.50 which includes a small gift and plenty of time to 
take your own photos. 

 
Please join us and show your support to the stallholders and the church.

Planning is underway for a day retreat on 
Saturday 22nd February at the Heriot Watt 
chaplaincy. As the Mission & Discipleship 
working group finalise plans for a faith-
fuelling day, it would be great if you could 
put the event in your diaries as we are 
looking forward to welcoming you to the 
retreat. Keep an eye out for more details, 
which will be coming soon.   

Save the date - Day Retreat - Saturday 22 February



Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 

Thank you so much for supporting the 
Shoe Box Appeal again this year. 
 
We have taken 78 filled boxes to a local 
collection point. From there they will go 
on to be checked and a Christian message 
in the language of the destination country 
added before making the journey to 
Eastern Europe. Your generosity and 
kindness mean that someone in Albania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, 
Romania, Serbia or Ukraine will receive a 
little happiness in a box this Christmas.  
 
Thank you to our shoebox elves, pictured 
above, who are now taking a well earned 
break from filling boxes. 
 
Always thinking ahead, we’ll gladly 
accept donations of items (including 
shoeboxes too!!!) for the 2025 appeal any 
time throughout the coming year. 
 
For further information, please speak to 
Mary Millan. 

Online Small Groups 

Would you like to be a part of a small 
group to help you grow in faith but can’t 
make it out of the house in the evenings?  
 
Why not join Catriona Anderson and Amy 
Pickering for a new online small group 
that is starting on Thursday 28th 
November at 8:15 pm? As this is a new 
experience for us all, our first session will 
focus on discussing how best to make the 
online platform work in a small group 
context and the type of material that the 
group would like to cover. There will also 
be substantial time to start getting to 
know each other and sharing our faith 
goals in an open and supportive 
environment.  
 
Help shape this new small group by 
getting in touch with Catriona 
(canderson.lpc@gmail.com) and she will 
send out the meeting link.  
 
A number of our in-person small groups 
are also looking for new members and 
would love to welcome you. If you are 
interested in attending an in-person 
group then you can join at any time. 
Please speak to Graham or Amy Pickering 
and we can talk to you about the different 
options available and what would suit you 
best.  

As you are all aware  in Midlothian  we have had a very wet summer. In May the church 
suffered a roof leak on the west side of the church behind and above the organ.A 
temporary repair was put in place and at the same time a photographic survey of the 
whole roof was commissioned. This survey revealed that further repairs would be 
necessary.  
 
After a close examination of this survey and following receipt of tenders to carry out 
all the works we categorised the repairs into what was required now and what may be 
required in say five years time, giving due consideration to financial constraints. 
 
The Company Ronald G Graham Ltd were appointed to carry out the permanent 
repairs. Before and after photographs of some of the works carried out are attached. 
 
FUTURE WORKS 
Watch out for future works involving the painting of all the external doors to the 
church and halls in RED paint. This paint was kindly donated to the church by Kenny 
who is the manager at The Paint Shed in Loanhead. The red paint was also used to 
treat the glass overlays for the recent Poppy Scotland ‘light it up red’ campaign. We 
will also be applying an improved surface to the ramp from the small hall exit.  
 
C Chalmers - Fabric Convener 
 

Building Repairs 
and Maintenance



Our Monday Morning MumCo group here in Loanhead continues to grow 
steadily, and we are very excited to announce that we have launched a Tuesday 
Evening MumCo! This is Coordinated by Caroline Brownsell and Amy Pickering 
who are both working mums of young children. They know how important it 
is to find that mum community, but also how tricky that can be to find or 
maintain when you go back to work. Mum Community is what MumCo is short 
for, it’s what we do.  
 
If you want more info or to see MeetUp dates please follow us on Facebook or 
Instagram @mumcoloanhead *Note: Evening group does not have childcare 
and is just for mums. 
 
We would love to have more volunteers supporting our MumCo groups, so if 
you’d like to help in childcare, hospitality, mentoring mums, or creative 
activities, and you could spare a couple of hours on a Monday morning or a 
Tuesday evening, once or twice a month or as a one off, please get in touch with 
Catriona. Email: canderson.lpc@gmail.com Mobile: 07961 098208 
 

For over 15 years Alan Duffin has served the church in different roles working with 
children and teenagers – for the last ten heading this work up for us in a paid capacity.  
This has included running break time and lunch time groups in the local primary 
schools and the Friday Youth club (or bus as it was in its early days.) 
 
Due to family and work commitments, Alan has stepped back from this role – though 
he will continue to lead Junior Church. 
 
We deeply appreciate all the work that Alan has done – we have all seen the way he has 
interacted positively with the children around the church and the heart he has for their 
well being.  Alan – we want to say a huge “Thank you” for all you have done. 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALAN DUFFIN

The theme for our stewardship campaign has been “Stepping Forward together.”  A reminder that 
we are on a journey with each of us playing our part as we look to build a Church where people are: 
 
Encountering Jesus; Growing in faith; Nurtured in life 
  
In looking at the priorities that we set going forward, the Kirk Session want to build on and 
maintain the strengths that we have as a congregation and have  identified two key areas for 
development: 
 
•     Work with teenagers 
•     Support of families around the church 
 
In order to do this, we want to employ some part-time staff to allow us to expand our work with 
teenagers and families around the church – but also want to move to paying the full costs of having 
a minister. Over the last ten years, we have not met these in full and have therefore been subsidised 
by other churches.  
 
Through the Campaign, we have been encouraging people to participate in three ways: 
 
•     Firstly, by identifying and using the gifts God has given each one of us, 
•     Secondly, by building a strong prayer ministry with people committed to this, and 
•     Thirdly, by increasing giving financially, to allow us to grow and develop.   
 
If you would like a copy of the Stewardship Leaflet and response form please let us know. 



A slightly belated hello, from myself, to 
everyone in the Loanhead and Bilston Church 
family. Some of you will have already seen me 
around and about, since I began my fifteen-
month placement with you, as a Probationary 
Minister, in September. 
 
Whilst I now live in Easthouses, Dalkeith, I 
was born and bred in the Kingdom of Fife. I 
also spent over twenty years in the North-East 
of Scotland, so if the odd bit of Doric can be 
heard when I’m speaking then you will know 
why.  
 
I am married to Yana, and I have three grown 
up children, Kieran, Jessica, and Daniel. 
 
My call to Ministry has been a slow, but 
steady, journey. After leaving Napier 
University as a Certified Accountant, I worked 
in both the Electronics and the Oil and Gas 
Industries. Then I started to feel a growing 
calling and begun studying at the Highland 
Theological College, in Dingwall, where I 
graduated in 2017 with a First-Class Honours 
degree in Theological Studies. For the next five 
years I worked for the Church of Scotland as a 
Mission Development Worker. My first posting 
was at Gorgie Dalry Stenhouse Parish, where I 
instigated turning the Stenhouse St Aidans 
Church building into a homeless shelter. I then 
moved to the south of the city, working across 
the parishes of Craigmillar Park, Priestfield, 
and Reid Memorial, where I facilitated various 
projects, such as: a new foodbank, a cross 
congregational Listening Service, and a 
dementia friendly café time. 
 

As a candidate in training, I have had 
placements at St Michaels, Morningside, St John 
and Kings Park, and Craiglockhart Parishes, 
before spending this summer as Locum Minister 
along at Roslin. 
 
I experienced a whole range of worship styles 
and pastoral opportunities at each, and the 
opportunity to experience even more was a huge 
part of why a felt a calling towards Loanhead 
and Bilston, for my period of probation training.  
 
Since I joined in September, I haven’t been 
disappointed. The congregation here has so 
much going on already, and yet you are not 
content to simply sit back. Instead, what I have 
seen is a congregation who are open to new 
ideas. I have witnessed a real sense of the Holy 
Spirit at work in the passion for growing the 
Church and responding to the needs of the local 
community. 
 
In such a short time I have been blessed to have 
had the chance to already take a part in 
Baptismal Classes, Church Membership Classes, 
leading a House Group, leading worship along at 
Bilston, and preaching here at Loanhead, and 
make visits to the Guild, the Boys Brigade, and 
plenty more things too !!! 
 
I look forward to getting to know you all better 
and let me finish by thanking everyone in the 
congregation for welcoming me the way that 
you have and making feel so much at home. 
 
God Bless 
Michael McMullin

Hello from 
Michael McMullin
Getting to know our new Probationary Minister

Retiring Offerings 
At various points during the year we 
invite you to contribute to retiring 
offerings which are then donated to local 
organisations. 
 
To date, retiring offerings have raised 
£680 this year with £340 being donated 
to Christian Aid after March’s 
communion service, £145 being donated 
to Mission Aviation Fellowship after 
June’s communion service, and £333 
being donated to the Community 
Outreach following September’s 
communion and October’s Harvest 
service. 
 
The next retiring offering will be 
following the communion service on 01 
December, with the proceeds being 
donated to Bethany Christian Trust who 
tackle homelessness.  
 
Do you know anyone 
getting a rabbit or Guinea 
Pig for Christmas? 
If so, then Pam and John Mackay have a 
large bag of straw which is free to a good 
home. For the gardeners among you, they 
also have hundred of small plant pots. 
 
If either of these are of interest, please 
call Pam and John on 0131 440 0468. If 
there is no answer, please leave a 
message on the answering machine. 
 
Tea and Chat 
Tea and Chat recently raised £266 for 
Cancer Research. This was topped up to 
£500 and they have gratefully received 
the donation.

Rwanda Update 
School fees for 2024/2025 were sent out 
for all of our sponsored children. 
 
We had a very enjoyable soup lunch after 
the morning service on 06 October which 
raised the fantastic sum of £452.55. Many 
thanks to those who helped make it a 
lovely event. 
 
For further information about our 
support for families and individuals in 
Rwanda, please speak to Mary Millan, 
Bronwen Ryalls, Jean Christie, Hilary 
Waddell or Margaret Anderson. 
 
Loanhead Guild 
We start off the new year with our 
meeting on Tuesday 14 January 2025 
when the Castaways will entertain us with 
a selection of Scottish music and song. 
 
Norman Liddle from the Scottish Bible 
Society  is our February speaker. Through 
BIBLES FOR BAIRNS, the vision of the 
Scottish Bible Society is to offer every 
child in Scotland a toddler Bible and to 
stay engaged with them and their family 
until they are aged 5. 
 
Please come and join us or speak to Mary 
Millan for more information. 
 
George Bathgate 
Longstanding parishioner George 
Bathgate has recently moved to Aaron 
House in Penicuik so you will no longer 
see him at Sunday services. Everyone at 
the Church wishes George well in his new 
home.



At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.
With thanks to Joe Gilhooley for the  photographs


