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Appendix 1 - Working Groups Expanded: 
  

Pastoral Care  
The aim of the team is to provide compassionate and practical care to the congregation, 
especially our elderly and vulnerable members. We deliver cards and flowers in times of 
sadness or difficulty and also on occasions for celebration. We carry out hospital and home 
visits to those who are unable to join us on a Sunday morning. 
We have a calendar of social events which are always popular. A highlight is our Christmas 
Gathering when a choir from Paradykes Primary School comes along and sings some fun 
Christmas songs before enjoying juice and treats and a chat with our guests. It is a wonderful 
multi-generational event. 
Throughout the year we hold a number of soup lunches and afternoon teas, often with a guest 
entertainer. We also make ‘Afternoon Tea Baskets’ to take to and share with those unable to join 
us. 
We support the minister with arrangements for an annual memorial service just before 
Christmas. The service, which is open to all, provides an opportunity to remember and reflect 
and to help those who’ve been bereaved to move on. This has become a cherished event in our 
community. 
Our Pastoral Assistant also supports the minister by taking funerals. 
 

 
 

Mission and Discipleship 
Hi, I’m Amy, wife to Sion and mother to Angharad (5 years old), Eira (under 1), and Colin the 
Collie (6 years old). I work full-time as a microbiology research fellow at the Roslin Institute, 
University of Edinburgh and have led the Mission & Discipleship working group since 2023. I 
love to have deep, faith-based conversations with others and through God’s spiritual gift of 
knowledge, enjoy exploring Scripture personally and with others. Since starting this role, I have 
been praying for revival in our churches and community and for a period I was praying for the 
Holy Spirit to move in an obvious way in our church. I never expected that God would answer 
that prayer by providing a powerful and personal encounter for myself! What a blessing I 
received in 2025 and I’m excited at the prospect of working alongside our new minister as I fulfil 
God’s call on this leadership role. For now, here’s an overview of our mission and discipleship 
work, which we look forward to continuing to shape alongside you.   
I’m highly fortunate to have a great team who share my passion for discipling the congregation 
and inviting people into our church community. Missionally, our aim is to actively encourage 
church members to talk about their faith with each other and non-Christians and to work 
alongside God to bring more people into our united churches. We currently have three active 
areas of Mission.  
  



Missional Activities 
Alpha - Our team organises a yearly Alpha course in the Spring, which is widely advertised 
within our community and online. We excel in creating a hugely welcoming atmosphere and a 
space for everyone to explore life’s big questions openly and without fear or judgement. We 
have seen God work in brilliant ways through these Alpha courses with young non-Christians 
joining the church, someone choosing to be baptised after completing the course, and others 
becoming part of our church family. We look forward to seeing God work through our 2026 
course.  
  
MumCo - we have the longest running MumCo (Mum Community) group in Scotland, which has 
been faithfully stewarded by Catriona (who also volunteers as UK & Ireland Ministry Developer 
for MumCo). During both my maternity leaves, MumCo was a haven where I could meet 
fortnightly to explore and discuss all aspects of mothering in a highly supportive and welcoming 
environment. However, the majority of Mums that attend are non-Christian and have no 
association with the church, making it an excellent opportunity for us to share our faith stories, 
provide hospitality, and introduce Jesus. We are always deeply encouraged whenever a MumCo 
Mum chooses to join us for Sunday worship and we pray for God to keep blessing our ministry 
with Mums.     
  
Christmas Missional Activities - for the first time, last Christmas, we used our community 
outreach activities and popular Christingle service to share the gospel message with those that 
uniquely visit the church during the festive period. We did this by creating gift bags containing 
invitations to Alpha, MumCo, and our children’s work alongside a copy of Bear Grylls book, The 
Greatest Story Ever Told. We continue to pray that God will use these invitations and books 
according to His will and hope to welcome their recipients into our churches soon.   
  
Discipleship Activities 
 
Alongside this missional work, we help members of each church to live Jesus-centred lives and 
to grow in faith in six key areas: faith fellowship, daily living, spirituality, prayer, developing 
community, and learning. Each area is fuelled by our small groups, newly introduced day 
retreats, and work to enhance our churches sense of community.  
  
Small groups - there are currently six active small groups that contain between four and eight 
people. These groups meet fortnightly and are an amazing opportunity for fellowship while 
exploring the Bible or topics of relevance to each group. We recently enjoyed exploring The 
Bible Course (Bible Society) leading to an increased interest in exploring particular books of the 
Bible starting with Romans. These small groups encourage us to live out our faith day-to-day 
and to steward our gifts of the Spirit.  
  
Church Day Retreats - in 2025 we introduced bi-yearly day retreats. By welcoming someone 
from outside the church to lead these retreats, we have so far focussed on the topics of 
‘Stepping Forward Together’ and ‘Listening to God’. In 2026 our day retreats will explore sharing 
our faith stories both within and outside the church. Additionally, there are a number of praise 



events locally that we encourage members of the congregation to attend including joint praise 
nights with other churches in Lothian and Borders Presbytery, which provide brilliant teaching 
and worship.  
  
Developing Community - we are keen to make 2026 a year of hospitality and are encouraging 
members of the congregation to be vulnerable and welcome each other into their homes and to 
share meals together as Jesus did.  
​
Prayer - we have identified prayer as an area in which we would like to see significant growth in 
the coming years. We are a congregation which is confident at praying on a personal level but 
we would like praying with each other to become more natural and spontaneous. We would also 
like to see an increased emphasis on inviting God into our plans through prayer, relying on His 
provision for specific requests. We look forward to working with you on this vision for our prayer 
life. 
 
Bilston Development Team - Following the union between Loanhead and Bilston in 2023 a 
small team was established to focus on developing missional activities in Bilston. The team 
comprises members from Bilston and Loanhead churches and is supported by the Mission 
Officer for Lothian and Border’s Presbytery. They are exploring how to develop a faith presence 
in the community outwith a Sunday morning. Initial work has related to ‘Easter Unpacked’ and 
fundraising ideas and plans for developing this work further are ongoing.  
  

 
  

Children, Youth and Family 
 

Our youth ministry gathers under the banner of 412 Youth, inspired by 1 Timothy 4:12. 

We believe children and young people are created in the image of God, deeply loved by Him, 
and invited into a living relationship with Jesus Christ.  

Youth ministry is not an optional extra, but part of the Church’s calling to nurture faith, form 
disciples and raise up young people who will serve God with confidence and courage. We 
believe young people are not simply the church of tomorrow, but fully part of the body of Christ 
today, called and gifted to serve. 

Vision 

Our vision is to see confident, grounded and faith-filled young people growing towards maturity 
in Christ knowing they belong in the life of the church and equipped to live out their faith in 
everyday life. 

We pray for continued growth in depth as well as numbers: young leaders raised from within our 
community, stronger school partnerships, deeper discipleship pathways and worship that 
reflects the richness of every generation gathered together. 



Young people are active participants in worship and service. They serve across hospitality, 
technical teams, readings, prayer and practical roles within the congregation. Many are also part 
of the Youth Band. We intentionally create opportunities for leadership, believing that every 
member of the body has a part to play. 

Crèche (Nursery Age) 

Our Crèche provides a warm and safe environment for nursery-aged children. Even at this early 
stage, we seek to reflect God’s love and welcome, supporting families as they participate in 
worship. 

Junior Church (P1–P6) 

Through Bible teaching, discussion, creative activities and prayer, children are introduced to 
scripture. We aim to lay strong foundations in God’s Word, helping children understand not only 
what Christians believe, but why it matters. 

Sunday Youth Study (P6+) 

These sessions are shaped around the questions and themes our young people want to 
explore. We use a range of resources to encourage thoughtful engagement with Scripture, 
habits of prayer and growing confidence in articulating faith. Our aim is to form disciples who 
take ownership of their relationship with Christ. 

Friday Night Youth (P7–High School) 

Meeting weekly during term time, Friday nights are high-energy, relational and welcoming. The 
focus is on building strong friendships and developing life skills such as teamwork, 
communication, resilience and responsibility. 

There is no structured teaching input on these evenings. Instead, faith conversations happen 
naturally and informally. Leaders prioritise presence, listening and walking alongside young 
people in everyday life, creating space for honest questions and authentic discussion as they 
arise. 

Partnership with Schools 

Loanhead 
We are fortunate to have positive relationships with both primary schools with our minister being 
invited in to lead regular assemblies. Our community outreach team also have good lines of 
communication to support vulnerable families.  

Our youth team ran a popular lunch club in both schools for many years, however the disruption 
caused by the pandemic meant that this work had to pause. Following a change in leadership in 
both schools and our church, we have not yet been able to re-establish this work.  

 

 



Bilston 

The church enjoys strong relationships with the school, with church volunteers attending reading 
sessions, playing games and assisting with Enterprise Projects at various times throughout the 
year. Each year, Primary 4 pupils are welcomed into the church for “Easter Unpacked” - an 
interactive opportunity to walk through and experience the events of Holy Week. The church 
community is invited to attend concerts, shows and Learning Experience days delivered by 
pupils during the session. 
 
Roslin 

Roslin Primary School joins us in the church for special services at Easter and Christmas. At 
present we do not have a school chaplaincy and this is something which we hope the new 
minister will support us in developing.  

Uniformed Organisations 

We are thankful for the uniformed organisations that meet in our churches, including Girl 
Guiding at Loanhead and Bilston churches and Boys’ Brigade at Loanhead. Once a year we 
have a Youth Dedication Service at Loanhead to celebrate our young people and share 
appreciation for the volunteers who support them.  

  
 

 
Community Outreach  

We are a team of people who have a heart to improve outcomes for the people in our 
community while sharing the goodness of God through our actions. 
  
Christmas Appeal  
Through our relationships with the local schools, nurseries and health visitors we support 
families in need by providing Christmas gifts to children aged 0-15 years in our local community. 
Whilst this outreach has run for 15+ years, recently we have transformed what we provide and 
created a pop up “shop” in the church. A unique experience for parents and carers to come 
along and choose gifts for their children just as they would if they were heading to the shops. On 
average we provide gifts for 95 children in Loanhead and planning has begun for how we 
expand this to Roslin and Bilston.  
When donations have allowed, we have added to our service in various ways such as delivering 
ingredients for Christmas dinner, providing supermarket gift cards to ease the financial strain in 
January, buying winter coats, making pamper packs for mothers and delivering “reverse advent 
calendar” goodie bags. 
 
Tackling Food Poverty 
The communities in our Parish do not have easy access to a food bank which is something we 
continue to explore solutions to. Roslin has a link with the PNK Food Store which is a valued 
resource in the area. At present in Loanhead we support those who are struggling with basic 



shopping in two ways. The first is to do an emergency food shop and deliver it, we use a 
shopping list provided by Trussell Trust to guide us in this. The second solution is to buy food 
vouchers from the local supermarkets which allows people the dignity of doing their own grocery 
shop and buying what they need. We are fortunate to have good communication links with the 
health visiting team who work with us to support vulnerable families and ensure that children are 
fed.  
We have in the past been fortunate to receive generous donations targeted at tackling food 
poverty and have run initiatives such as providing a weekly lunch pack through the summer 
holidays and we invited a mum to batch cook in the church kitchen when she was struggling to 
stay on top of things. Our dream is to run a supper club; where parents cook together, learn new 
recipes, eat around a table and take food home to the freezer. Food poverty is something which 
we continue to pray about and seek solutions to.  

This work reflects the church’s wider commitment to serving the community through 
compassionate, practical action and responding to local needs in meaningful and accessible 
ways. 

Kilbreck House 
Through kind conversations and trusting relationships we have built a partnership with a men’s 
homeless accommodation in Loanhead. We have supported the men who stay there in a variety 
of ways from providing toiletries and clothing packs for new residents, delivering gift bags at 
Christmas and dropping off food throughout the year. We continue to be guided by the team that 
work there and trust that they know to reach out if someone is in need.  
 
Sharing our Faith 
Whilst reflecting at the end of 2025 we decided to be bolder in sharing our faith during our 
outreach.  
At Christmas we linked with the other working groups and had them put together a gift and a 
leaflet to be discussed with the parents when they came to choose their gifts.  
The Mission and Discipleship group purchased a copy of Bear Grylls, The Greatest Story Ever 
Told, for each parent and created an invitation to the next Alpha group.  
The Youth Team bagged up pick n mix sweets for each teenager and created an invitation to the 
Friday night youth group. 
The mums in MumCo made scented bath salts for each mother and an invitation to join them on 
a Monday morning.   
We are currently developing an outreach social media page with the plan to share useful tips 
and advice locally. Some of our ideas for posts are 

●​ Recipes using supermarket promotions such as the Aldi Super 6 
●​ Guides to complete forms like the Free School Meals application 
●​ Information about local support including a food pantry nearby 
●​ Contact details for specific topics like citizens advice 
●​ Advertising our own outreach initiatives and how to access them 

  



Donations 
We rely on donations from the congregation and wider community throughout the year. We are 
fortunate to have a number of local businesses and groups who donate a significant amount 
annually including a motor mechanic, a hairdresser and a group of ladies who play bingo in a 
local bar.  
In December we have a gift service as part of our Christmas Appeal where we encourage the 
congregation to bring a gift to church and place it under the tree before joining in carols and 
worship together. With established connections in the community we also set up donation drop 
boxes in the library, schools, community buildings and “The Works” at Straiton Retail Park for 
people to drop off toy donations throughout December.  
So many times we have been struck by God’s goodness in providing what is needed. Such as 
the time we had spent £500 on food vouchers due to an increase in requests for help and a 
week later we received a £500 donation, or the time that we had spent almost every penny we 
had during the December gift appeal and on Boxing Day received a substantial donation which 
we were able to use to support families in January. Through our service we are increasingly 
aware of the impact of the cost of living crisis in our community and are thankful that God 
always gives us the resources we need to be able to support and care for those who seek help.  
  

 
 

World Church 
All three churches take part in the annual Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. In 2025 more that 200 
boxes were sent by our congregation to reach destinations in Eastern Europe in time for 
Christmas.  

We also have dedicated offerings which are given to Christian Aid.  

Rwanda  

Loanhead Church has built and developed relationships with communities, individuals, families 
and churches in Rwanda over almost 15 years. By providing goats, chickens and rabbits, 
outcomes, primarily for women, have been improved. Others have benefitted from the formation 
of co-operatives and the purchase of sewing machines, fabric and accessories enabling them to 
produce goods to sell which in turn generates a small income. Recent rental of a small allotment 
means fresh vegetables are being grown to supplement the diet. Health insurance and medical 
support have been provided and house repairs have been carried out following flood damage.  

The church and individual members of the congregation sponsor children through school and 
occasionally into vocational training. 

  
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 2 - Community Overview Expanded:  
 

Loanhead 
Loanhead is a vibrant and expanding town in Midlothian, approximately five miles south of 
Edinburgh. It combines excellent transport links and modern amenities with a strong sense of 
heritage, identity and community pride. 
 
Education and Family Life 
Loanhead is served by two primary schools, both deeply embedded in community life. The town 
currently sits within the catchment area for two high schools, with plans for a new high school 
within the next five years. 
The town also includes: 

●​ Four private nurseries 
●​ Two early learning centres 
●​ Wrap-around childcare provision 

These contribute to Loanhead’s strong family focus and multi-generational character. 
 
Local Amenities and Business Community 
Loanhead has a lively high street with independent shops and local businesses. 
Nearby Straiton Retail Park provides extensive shopping and leisure opportunities, while the 
Pentland and Bilston Glen industrial estates support significant local employment. 
 
The Loanhead Centre, serves as a major community hub incorporating: 

●​ Medical Centre 
●​ Library 
●​ Leisure centre and swimming pool  
●​ Café and soft play 

A wide range of organisations and clubs also thrive within the community. 
 
Countryside and Outdoor Access 
The former railway path linking Loanhead, Bilston and Roslin provides excellent walking and 
cycling access through Bilston Glen and beyond. 
Nearby Roslin Glen and Pentland Hills Regional Park offer extensive opportunities for outdoor 
recreation. 
 
Community Life and Traditions 
Loanhead enjoys a strong community spirit supported by clubs, organisations and voluntary 
groups. 
Highlights include: 



●​ Loanhead Children’s Gala Day 
●​ Annual Remembrance commemorations 
●​ Strong civic participation across generations 

 
Bilston 

Bilston lies between Loanhead and Roslin, approximately five miles south of Edinburgh. 
Historically linked to mining and industry, the village today combines strong community identity 
with excellent access to wider Midlothian employment and amenities. 
Education and School Links 
Bilston Primary School sits at the heart of village life and is currently expanding to 
accommodate growing demand. 
The church enjoys strong relationships with the school through reading initiatives and the 
annual Easter Unpacked experience. 
Local Amenities and Village Life 
Local amenities include a range of small shops, businesses and local community services. 
 
 

Roslin 
Roslin is a historic village situated approximately seven miles south of Edinburgh near the 
Pentland Hills. 
Famous for its scenic beauty, chapel and castle, Roslin holds an important place in Scotland’s 
history and attracts many visitors each year. 
Countryside and Outdoor Access 
Roslin Glen Country Park provides extensive walking routes connecting Roslin with Loanhead, 
Polton and Penicuik. 
The former Nobel Gunpowder Works site now forms part of a peaceful nature reserve. 
Local Amenities and Village Life 
Recreational amenities include a children’s play area, skate park, pétanque area and 
all-weather football pitch. 
Village facilities include: 

●​ Health centre 
●​ Pharmacy 
●​ Dentist 
●​ Nursery and primary school 
●​ Post Office 
●​ Library 
●​ Bowling club 
●​ British Legion 
●​ Hotel and guest house 
●​ Local shops 

 
 



Community 
Roslin benefits from active volunteer groups including: 

●​ Community Development Trust 
●​ Community Changers 
●​ Garden Guerrilla 
●​ Heritage Society 
●​ Book Club 
●​ Guides, Brownies and Rainbows 

The church contributes actively through coffee mornings, community lunches, concerts and 
involvement in the Roslin Village Fête. 
 

Business and Employment 

The parish benefits from a strong local economy and excellent access to employment, retail and 
leisure opportunities.The area is also home to significant employers and centres of innovation, 
including  

●​ McTaggart Scott 
●​ Midlothian Innovation Centre 
●​ Roslin Institute 
●​ Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies 
●​ Pentland and Bilston Glen industrial areas 

Together, these contribute to the parish’s strong sense of opportunity, connectivity and quality of 
life. 

 


